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Old Testament 

Lesson 53: Worn Out Shoes And Old Wineskins 

The Day The Sun Stood Still 
Joshua 8-10 

       

Memory Verses: Joshua 10:12 Then spake Joshua to the Lord in the day when the 

Lord delivered up the Amorites before the children of 

Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand 

thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley 

of Ajalon. 

 

 Joshua 10:14 And there was no day like that before it or after it, that 

the Lord hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the 

Lord fought for Israel. 

 

 II Corinthians 2:11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are 

not ignorant of his devices. 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å the devil is crafty and deceiving.  We must always ask God to help us in 

our decisions. 

 Å God keeps His promises to us when we believe and obey Him. 

 

Outline: 

 I. Second attack on Ai. Joshua 8 

A. God encourages Joshua. 

B. Joshua's battle plan. 

C. Ai conquered. 

D. Rereading the law of God. 

 

 II.  The Gibeonites deceive Israel. Joshua 9 

A. Worn shoes and old wineskins. 

B. A treaty is made. 

C. The Gibeonites made slaves. 

 

 III.  The southern campaign. Joshua 10 

A. Five kings against Gibeon. 

B. Joshua to the rescue. 

C. Hailstones. 

D. The sun stands still. 

E. Five kings hang. 

F. Southern Palestine conquered. 
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Facts: 

 1. Following Achan's death, the Lord restored His favor on Israel and encouraged Joshua to 

return to Ai, for victory awaited Israel this time.  The spoils (loot) and cattle could be kept 

by Israel in this battle. 

 2. Thirty thousand of Joshua's chief warriors were sent by night to take position behind the 

western side of the city and Bethel for an ambush.  Early the next morning, the main army 

advanced as far as the valley north of Ai, in plain view of its inhabitants. 

 3. That night, Joshua sent another 5,000 soldiers to join the troops in ambush, to cut off any 

reinforcements Ai might get from Bethel.  This also neutralized Bethel's fighting potential, 

making it unnecessary to take this city until later.  Ready to lead the assault in the morning, 

Joshua spent the night in the valley. 

 4. Having seen the Israelite troops across the valley, the King of Ai lead his army to attack 

Israel in the plain of Arabah, where they had successfully chased Israel before.  Joshua and 

his main army fled as if they had been badly beaten.  As the soldiers of Ai and Bethel 

followed Israel, their city was left defenseless. 

 5. God now told Joshua to hold up his spear toward Ai.  This was a signal to those in waiting 

to attack the city.  The ambush quickly poured into the city setting it ablaze.  As the smoke 

filled the sky, the defenders of Ai realized they were trapped.  Joshua's troops turned on 

their pursuers killing all of Ai and the reinforcements of Bethel (12,000 total). 

 6. The king of Ai was captured and hanged by Joshua.  (Deuteronomy 21:22,23)  His body 

was discarded in front of the city gate at sundown.  A pile of stones covered him.  The 

cattle and spoils were taken by Israel. 

 7. Rather than capitalize on their victory, God protected Israel now as they made a pilgrimage 

to Shechem, between Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim to worship God.  Six hundred years before, 

Abraham had erected his first altar in this same beautiful valley.  Shechem guarded the 

entrance to this valley on the east.  Seemingly, Shechem was friendly toward Israel at this 

time. 

 8. Their worship began with Joshua building an altar and offering sacrifices.  (Exodus 24:4-8)  

This area marked the center of Canaan.  All of Godôs commands, His blessings, and His 

curses were re-read before the entire camp of Israel.  Joshua wrote upon the stones of the 

altar God's commands as Israel watched.  The priests, as well as elders and judges, stood near 

the altar with the ark of the covenant as the law was read. 

 9. Thus, God's law was established in the heart of the promised land to be the law of the land.  

Israel had renewed its covenant vows with Jehovah once again.  (Exodus 24:4-7, II Kings 

23:2, Nehemiah 8,9) 

 10. Upon Israel's return to their ñheadquartersò in Gilgal, the Amorite city-states that control 

southern Canaan planned to unite against Israel.  The Gibeonites defected with a plan of their 

own, which collapsed the united effort.  Gibeon was a major city six to ten miles northwest 

of Jerusalem, one and a half miles southwest of Ai.  It was an independent republic ruled by 

elders instead of a king. 

 11. When the Gibeonites heard what had happened at Jericho and Ai, out of fear, they resorted 

to trickery to save themselves.  Pretending to be travelers from a far distant land, they went 

to Joshua at Gilgal and asked for peace between their nations.  They dressed in worn out 

clothing and patched shoes.  Their saddlebags were weather worn, their wineskins mended, 

and their bread was dry and moldy. 
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 12. Guilty of not referring every decision to God by consulting the high priest's urim and 

thummin, (Numbers 27:21) Israel was tricked by the Gibeonites.  They tasted their stale 

provisions. 

 13. Although the Israelites asked, how might they know they were not from neighboring 

territory, the Gibeonites continued their charade.  They claimed they had heard of Israel's 

mighty God and the destruction that had befallen other kings and nations.  They begged 

to be Israel's slaves rather than risk being destroyed by Jehovah. 

 14. Israel's leaders were convinced.  They ratifed a peace treaty with their visitors.  Because 

the treaty was ratified in the holy name of Jehovah, it was sacred and they dared not 

break their oath or Israel would suffer God's wrath. 

 15. Three days later, Israel realized they had been deceived.  Besides Gibeon, the cities of 

Chephizah, Be-eroth, and Kirjath-jearim were involved.  They also realized that because 

of their oath, they ccould not touch these people, so they made them slaves of the 

tabernacle, cutting wood and carrying water for generations.  (Deuteronomy 29:11) 

 16. The king of Jerusalem, Aboni-zedek, got word of Ai, Jericho, and now Gibeon.  Out of 

fear of Israel, he assumed leadership in gathering four other allies to punish Gibeon for 

defecting and tried to prevent Israel from overtaking them.  Those in Jerusalem were a 

mixture of Amorites, Hittites, and Hurrains.  The other four kings were: King Hoham of 

Hebron, King Piram of Jarmuth, King Japhia of Lachish, King Debir of Eglon. 

 17. As these five Amorite kings attacked Gibeon, the Gibeonites sent messengers to Joshua 

begging for assistance.  Covenant-bound, Israel came to their rescue.  They travelled all night 

to get to Gibeon and surprised the Amorites at daybreak.  God assured Joshua these five 

kings were already defeated and He provided a victory. 

 18. As Joshua's men began to slaughter the Amorites, they fled southwestward along the 

valleys toward Azekah.  The Lord increased their panic by sending a deadly hailstorm 

upon them.  More were killed by hailstones than by the sword.  As they pursued, Joshua 

prayed to God to let the sun and moon stand still until the battle was won.  God answered 

Joshua's prayer and held the sun and moon about one whole day until their pursuit was 

over.  (Habbakuk 3:11) 

 19. God did not display His miraculous power recklessly but only in sufficient measure to 

achieve His goal and only in the sight of those who could be taught to recognize Him.  In 

this case, Joshua (and God) knew his troops were already tired from their all-night march.  

Relief from the mid-day sun helped them.  Besides, any storm between grain harvest 

through the summer months was considered a judgment from Jehovah.  (I Samuel 12:17) 

 20. The five kings, in fear, escaped the battle and hid in a cave at Makkedah.  Joshua found 

out and had a stone rolled in front of the cave to hold them until later.  All of the five 

armies were wiped out except for just a few who made it back to their fortified cities.  

Joshua did not lose one soldier in the battle. 

 21. Joshua retrieved the five kings from the cave.  He had his army captains put their feet on 

the kings' necks.  As Joshua assured his men to be courageous for God would be with 

them, he plunged his sword into each of the five kings.  Then he hung them on five trees 

until sundown.  Finally he had his men throw their bodies in the cave where they were 

hiding and the mouth of the cave was sealed with stones. 

 22. In the next few days Joshua and his troops destroyed Makkedah and their king, Libnah 

and their king.  They slaughtered Lachish, King Horam of Gezer and all of his army, 

Eglon, Hebron, Debir and all the outlying villages.  They had now conquered central and 
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southern Canaan, from Kadesh-barnea to Gaza and from Goshen to Gibeon with God's 

divine assistance. 

 

Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

loot - play money, pennies, chocolate coins, jewelry, craft jewels, silk, gold/silver 

ñdishes,ò toy cattle 

ñsandbox cityò with toy soldiers, warriors 

soldier ñgearò - helmet, sword, shield, breastplate, boots, spear, canteen 

spyglass, binoculars 

small model of the city on fire - red, yellow, orange tissue paper, cellophane, smoke, 

cotton batting tinted gray 

noose, rope 

small pile of gravel, small stones 

altar - gravel and clay box 

scroll, 10 commandments visual 

ark of the covenant model 

worn or patched clothing, worn sandals, old torn carrying bags or sacks (burlap), 

patched wineskins, dry or moldy bread (semi-toasted) 

peace treaty - rolled paper with peace agreement, signatures and seal, wax and ring, 

sticker or stamp seal 

slaves - ball and chain, bundle of sticks, pail of water 

kings - crowns 

hail - rock salt, golf balls, rock candy, craft beads or crystals 

sun and moon models - styrofoam shapes 

cave model - clay, papier maché, cone shape, a box with an opening 

map - cities of central and southern Canaan. 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 

Å Puppets/Dolls 

Å Sandbox Map 

Å Storybook 

Å Video 

 

Songs: 

Å Encamped Along The Hills Of Light 

Å God Needs Helpers 

Å He's God The Whole World 

Å He's My Rock My Sword My Shield 

Å I'm A Hard Fighting Soldier 

Å I'm In The Lord's Army 

Å I'm Not Afraid 

Å Joshua 

Å My God Is So Great 

Å Soldiers Of Christ Arise 

Å Sound The Battle Cry 

Å The Steadfast Love Of The Lord 

Å The Ten Commandments 

Å This Is The Day That The Lord Hath Made 

Å Unto Thee O Lord 

Å Without Faith It's Impossible
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Activities: 

Å Locate Bible Cities: Prepare a list of Bible cities from this and previous lessons, according 

to your class' knowledge.  Have children locate the cities on a map and tell if they are in 

central, southern, or northern Canaan. 

Å I Visited ...  Prepare a list of Bible places (cities, mountains, rivers, etc.) associated with this 

and previous lessons.  Give students the name of the place and let them respond with an 

event that happened there. 

Å Chalkboard Fun:  Sketch an event from this or previous lessons on the chalk or white board.  

Let students identify the event.  Allow students to have a turn sketching events as well. 

Å Play Act:  Act out today's lesson.  Have props available. 

Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. How did Israel's 2nd attack on Ai go?  Why? 

 2. What was Joshua's battle plan? 

 3. For what purpose does Israel take a break from fighting?  Where do they go?  Who has 

been here before?  What do they do there? 

 4. What do the Gibeonites do?  Why?  What is the result? 

 5. Why did God allow Israel to be tricked?  Should we consult God before making decisions 

in our lives?  Why?  How?  When? 

 6. How might the devil be crafty and deceiving us? 

 7. Have you been deceived before?  What might you have done differently? 

 8. What miracle does God do as Joshua battles the Amorite kings?  Why does He do this?  

Does He perform these type miracles today? 

 9. How many men did Joshua lose in battle?  Why? 

 10. Is God with you? 

 

*****************************************************  
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Old Testament 

Lesson 54: Joshua Conquers Northern Canaan 
Joshua 11-15 

       

Memory Verses: Joshua 11:23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that 

the Lord said unto Moses; and Joshua gave it for an 

inheritance unto Israel according to their divisions by 

their tribes.  And the land rested from war. 

 

 Joshua 13:33 But unto the tribe of Levi Moses gave not any 

inheritance: the Lord God of Israel was their 

inheritance, as He said unto them. 

 

 Psalms 20:7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we 

will remember the name of the Lord our God. 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å good things happened to Joshua, Caleb, and the Israelites because 

they trusted God and obeyed His commands exactly as He asked. 

 Å good things will happen to us when we trust God and obey His 

commands exactly as He has asked us. 

 

Outline: 

 I. The northern conquests. Joshua 11 

A. Northern kings unite. 

B. God delivers them to Israel. 

C. The northern cities burned. 

D. The Anakim giants destroyed. 

 

 II.  Defeated kings of Canaan. Joshua 12 

A. Two that Moses conquered east of Jordan. 

B. Thirty-one that Joshua conquered west of Jordan. 

 

 III.  Dividing the land. Joshua 13 

A. Territory not yet conquered. 

B. Two and a half tribes east of Jordan. 

C. The Levites. 

D. Territory divided by lots. Joshua 14 

E. Caleb gets Hebron. 

 

Facts: 

 1. Upon hearing what Israel had done to central and southern Canaan, King Jabin of Hazor sent 

urgent messages to the northern kings asking that they mobilize their armies together to crush 

this Israelite nation.  They all gathered their armies and camped at the springs of Merom. 
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 2. These included the kingdoms of: Hazor, Madon, Shimron, Achshaph, the kingdoms of the 

northern hill country - upper Galilee, the kingdoms of Arabah - south of Chinneroth 

(Gennesaret - Mark 6:53).  It also included the cities in the valleys between Samaria and Mt. 

Carmel, in the mountains of Dor (coastal hills) the kingdoms east and west in Canaan, the 

Amorites, the Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites and the Hivites of Mt. Hermon and Mizpeh 

(valley of Lebanon). 

 3. Their troops covered the land around Merom as far as one could see.  Yet in spite of this 

seemingly invincible foe, God assured Joshua not to be afraid for tomorrow He would deliver 

all of them to the Israelites.  God told Joshua to cut the hamstring muscles on their horses and 

burn their chariots.  As they attacked, Joshua did as God commanded and chased this great 

army as far as Zidon, eastward into the valley of Mizpeh until there was not one survivor. 

 4. The chief weapon of the Israelites was a sword.  Joshua's army also used scimitars, bows and 

arrows, slings, spears, lances, and javelins.  (Numbers 25:7,8, Joshua 8:18, 24:12, Judges 

20:16, I Samuel 18:10, 11) 

 5. On the way back, Joshua captured and burned the city of Hazor and Jabin, their king.  He 

attacked and destroyed all the other northern kingdoms and surrounding towns but did not 

burn them.  Israel's troops were allowed to take all the loot and cattle for themselves but 

killed all the inhabitants as well as their kings. 

 6. The large majority of the promised land had now been conquered from Mt. Halak near Seir 

(homeland of the Edomites) to Lebanon at the foot of Mt. Hermon.  This took about seven 

years to complete requiring courage and perseverance on the part of Joshua and his troops.  

Only the Gibeonites were given a peace treaty.  Joshua nearly exterminated all descendants 

of Anak, the giants.  Only a few retreated to Gaza, Gath, and Ashdod (the ancestors of 

Goliath).  (II Samuel 21:16-22) 

 7. Chapter 12 of Joshua gives a list of all the kings in Canaan killed by either Moses or Joshua.  

Moses defeated those on the east side of Jordan, Sihon, and Og.  Their lands were divided 

between Reuben, Gad and half of Manasseh.  Those on the west of Jordan, Joshua destroyed.  

There were thirty-one all together.  Their lands were now divided by the rest of the tribes of 

Israel. 

 8. Joshua was now 90-100 years old.  God gave Joshua a list of some isolated territories yet to 

be conquered and included in the division of the promised land.  They included all the land of 

the Philistines (Gaza, Ashdod, Eshkalon, Gath, and Ekron), the Geshurites, from the brook of 

Egypt to Ekron, the land of the Awim Me-arah to Aphek, the land of the Giblites, and from 

Lebanon to Misrephoth-maim. 

 9. Joshua had to be content to see the complete conquest unfinished so God might develop the 

courage of each particular tribe.  Some of these cities and villages were not conquered by 

Israel for centuries.  Ephraim never conquered Gezer and the Benjamites never solely 

occupied Jerusalem. 

 10. Joshua gave, in geographic detail, the land assigned to the half tribe of Manasseh, Reuben, 

and Gad.  The tribe of Levi was not given land; instead they were given the honor of the 

priesthood and God's care. 

 11. In the midst of dividing the rest of the land among the remaining tribes, Caleb approached 

Joshua.  He reminded Joshua of the days when Moses sent them to spy out the land and he 

had given a good report as had Joshua.  Moses had promised Caleb a section of the land he 

had spied out.  Caleb requested the great walled city of Hebron, where the Anakim giants had 

lived in the hills.  Although Caleb was now eighty-five years old, his intentions were to 
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continue God's fight to drive the descendants of Anak out of Canaan.  Thus, Joshua granted 

this area to Caleb. 

 12. Caleb's father, Jephunneh, was a non-Israelite.  He married a daughter of Hur, of the tribe of 

Judah.  Caleb was their firstborn son and he eventually became chief of their tribe.  Caleb 

was an outstanding example.  There was no rivalry between him and Joshua.  God kept him 

strong and courageous to claim his inheritance, Hebron, where Abraham had also lived and 

died.  Later, Caleb willingly yielded his city to the Levites and lived in its suburbs.  (Joshua 

21:12) 

 13. While in Hebron (Arba), Caleb drove out descendants of Anak's three sons, Talmai, Sheshai, 

and Ahiman.  Then he fought those left in Debir.  Caleb offered his daughter, Achsah, as a 

wife to anyone who could conquer Kirjath-sepher.  Othniel, Caleb's nephew won Achsah. 

 14. As Achsah leaves Caleb's house, she asked her father to give her an additional wedding 

present.  Caleb had given them land in Negeb, a desert area, but Achsah asked for additional 

land with springs on it.  So Caleb gave his daughter and Othniel additional land above and 

below the original land with springs.  (This story is repeated in Judges 1:10-20) 

 15. Chapter 15 gives the detailed geographic borders of the land given to the tribe of Judah by 

sacred lot.  Eleazar, Joshua, and the tribal leaders supervised the casting of lot although God 

determined the outcome.  The method of denoting borders was by topographical landmarks 

from town to mountain to town to river, etc. 

 16. The cities of Judah included approximately 116 cities total.  The principle city was 

Beersheba. 

 17. Neither Judah nor Benjamin were able to drive out the Jebusites from their fortified city on 

Zion.  (Judges 1:8, 21, II Samuel 5:6, 7) 

 

Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

kings - crowns, robes 

troops - army hat, helmet, camouflage tunic, toy soldiers 

map of Canaan 

torch - papier maché with cellophane or colored tissue paper, flashlight inside 

toy spear, bow and arrow, sling 

loot and cattle - coins, jewelry, gold & silver dishes, toy animals 

wedding prop  - bouquet, lace dress, present 

Å Puppets/Dolls - Joshua, Caleb, Achsah, Othniel 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 

Å Sandbox Map 

Å Storybook 

Å Video 

 

Songs: 

Å 12 Sons Of Jacob 

Å Camping Toward Canaan's Land 

Å Give Me Oil In My Lamp 

Å God Is So Good 

Å God Is Watching Over You 

Å God's Love 

Å Hallelu Hallelu 

Å He's My Rock My Sword My Shield 

Å I Know The Lord Will Find A Way 

Å I'm A Hard Fighting Soldier 
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Å I'm In The Lord's Army 

Å Jordan River 

Å Joshua 

Å Joshua Was A Great Leader 

Å My God Is So Great 

Å Onward Christian Soldiers 

Å Seek Ye First 

Å The Very Best Life 

Å There's A Royal Banner 

Å We Shall Overcome

 

Activities: 

Å Hot Rocks -  Create stepping stones from laminated colored paper, cardboard, styrofoam, 

etc.  Have students line up against each other.  Ask questions about today's lesson.  If they 

answer correctly, they take one step forward .  If incorrect, they ñburnò their feet and must 

take a step back. 

Å Spin and Learn -  Put questions in a bowl or on a stack of cards.  Make a spinner out of a 

cool whip top and a game board.  Students pull questions from the bowl (or stack).  If they 

answer correctly, they move forward the number of spaces on the spinner.  If incorrect, 

they stay where they are. 

Å Learning Center reinforcements 

Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. How do the northern kingdoms react to Israel? 

 2. What was God's battle plan for Joshua? 

 3. How long did it take to conquer all of Canaan? 

 4. What type weapons did the Israelites use?  How did their weapons compare to their 

opponents? 

 5. Which cities (kingdoms) did Joshua not completely conquer?  Why? 

 6. How was the promised land divided among the tribes? 

 7. What did Caleb request of Joshua? 

 8. What qualities/characteristics do you notice in Joshua?  Caleb? 

 9. Which of these qualities do you see in yourself? 

 10. What does Caleb do while in  Hebron?  Who helps him?  What was his ñhelper'sò 

reward? 

 

******************************************************  
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Old Testament 

Lesson 55: Dividing The Land 
Joshua 16-22 

       

Memory Verses: Joshua 21:43,45 And the Lord gave unto Israel all the land which He 

sware to give unto their fathers; and they possessed it, 

and dwelt therein. 

 

There failed not ought of any good thing which the 

Lord had spoken unto the house of Israel; all came to 

pass. 

 

 Psalms 143:10 Teach me to do Thy will; for Thou art my God: Thy 

spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness. 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å God kept all His promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Moses, and 

Joshua by making Israel a great nation and delivering to them the 

promised land.  God, as well, will keep all His promises to us. 

 Å Jehovah God is the same God yesterday, today, and forever. 

 

Outline: 

 I. Land for Ephraim's tribe. Joshua 16 

A. Borders. 

 

 II.  Land for half of Manasseh's tribe. Joshua 17 

A. Borders. 

B. An extension of land. 

 

 III.  Land for Benjamin's tribe. Joshua 18 

A. The tabernacle set up - Shiloh. 

B. Scouts map out the land. 

C. Benjamin's borders. 

 

 IV. Land for the remaining tribes. Joshua 19 

A. Simeon's borders. 

B. Zebulun's borders. 

C. Issachar's borders. 

D. Asher's borders. 

E. Naphtali's borders. 

F. Dan's borders. 

 V. Cities of refuge. Joshua 20 

 

 VI.  Cities for the Levites. Joshua 21 
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 VII.  The trans-Jordan troops go home. Joshua 22 

A. An altar of remembrance. 

B. Offenses between brethren. 

C. Phinehas, the mediator. 

 

Facts: 

 1. Joseph's double allotment was drawn as one and split between Ephraim and the remaining 

portion of Manasseh.  Ephraim's territory was outlined first because he was granted the 

birthright.  (Genesis 48:9-20)  Ephraim's borders extended from the Jordan River at Jericho 

through the wilderness to Bethel, to Beth-horon to the Mediterranean Sea.  It extended north 

to Joppa, east back to the Jordan River. 

 2. The Canaanite inhabitants of Gezer were never driven out by the Israelites.  Eventually, it 

was captured by a pharaoh of Egypt who presented it to his daughter as a dowry when she 

married King Solomon.  (I Kings 9:16) 

 3. Manasseh was Joseph's oldest son and had a larger tribe than Ephraim, requiring a larger 

territory.  Zelophehad had five daughters who came to Eleazar and Joshua reminding them, 

because they had no brothers, they were entitled to their father's portion of land.  (Numbers 

27:1-7) 

 4. Archaeologists have discovered records of tax payments dated about 770 B.C.   These were 

discovered in the palace of Jeroboam II.  They include the names of Abiezer, Helek, 

Shechem, Shemida, Noah, and Hoglah. 

 5. Manasseh's borders extended from the Jordan River west to Shechem to Mt. Gerizim along 

the brook of Kanah to the Mediterranean Sea.  It bordered Asher to the north and Issachar to 

the northeast back to the Jordan River.  The northern border was less well defined because 

Manasseh, the stronger tribe, was allotted the resisting Canaanite fortresses.  Yet the 

Canaanites were determined to stay and were not driven out.  Eventually they worked as 

slaves for Manasseh. 

 6. The tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh later come to Joshua wanting two allotments instead of 

one to split.  Joshua was firm and did not give them an additional allotment, but encouraged 

them to clear the trees and settle the mountainous forest area of the central ridge, where the 

Perizzites and Rephaim lived.  They complained that the Canaanites occupied the best land in 

the valley of Jezreel and were too strong militarily to beat.  Joshua assured them, in spite of 

their military superiority, they could be driven out. 

 7. Shiloh was chosen for the tabernacle.  (Shiloh means ñrest.ò  Genesis 49:10)  This was the 

most central location for all the tribes.  It was located between Bethel and Shechem. 

 8. Evidently, Joshua commissioned a twenty-one man expedition to describe and map out the 

remaining land.  These seven tribes were slack about going out to conquer the remaining 

land.  Three men from each tribe scouted out the unconquered land to report its size and 

natural divisions (boundaries). 

 9. The hand of God was evident in the drawing of lots for Benjamin, for his land linked Judah 

and Joseph's portion.  (Benjamin and Joseph shared the same mother, but it was Judah that 

offered himself as hostage in Benjamin's stead.  Genesis 43:8,9, 44: 18-34, Numbers 10:22-

24, Deuteronomy 33:12)  Benjamin's territory was the ultimate site for the temple in 

Jerusalem.  Its borders extended from the Jordan River north to Bethel to Beth-horon, south 

to Kirjath-baal (also called Kirjath-jearim), east over Mt. Ephron to Jerusalem to Arabah to 

the northern portion of the Salt Sea (south of the Jordan). 
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 10. Simeon's tribe was separated from their marching companions Reuben and Gad.  We see here 

God beginning to fulfill Jacob's curse on Simeon (and Levi) as they are given the southern 

portion of Judah's land for Judah had been allotted too large a portion.  (Genesis 49:7) 

 11. God's divine plan placeed Leah's sons Zebulun, and Issachar above Rachel's sons' tribes to 

cement the union of Israel.  Judah, Zebulun, and Issachar had encamped together in the 

wilderness.  These ties persisted for centuries.  (Mary and Joseph, of the tribe of Judah, dwelt 

in Zebulun's Nazareth.)   

 12. The tribe of Issachar received the next assignment, south of Zebulun and north of Manasseh. 

 13. Asher's allotment bordered the Mediterranean Sea on the west, Naphtali on the east and 

Zebulun to the south.  It included the coastal region from Mt. Carmel north to Tyre and 

Sidon.  Discovered inscriptions of Seti I and Rameses II contain references to a territory of 

people from Asher. 

 14. The sixth tribe to receive its allotment was Naphtali.  Its territory bordered Asher to the west, 

Zebulun to the southwest, Issachar and Mt. Tabor to the south and the Jordan River/Sea of 

Galilee to the east.  Surveying upper Galilee, the archaeologist, Y. Aharoni, discovered 

numerous small settlements settled in the fourteenth century he attributes to the tribe of 

Naphtali. 

 15. The last allotment went to the tribe of Dan.  To further strengthen the union of Israel, God 

separated Dan from his brother Naphtali and camp mate Asher.  He located Dan between 

Benjamin and the Mediterranean Sea.  Later, we will see the Danites driven out by the 

Amorites.  Some of them migrated north to capture Leshem (Laish) near Naphtali and settled 

there.  (Judges 1:34, 17, 18) 

 16. God had promised Joshua any city he wanted.  Joshua waited until last for his portion of 

land.  He chose Timnath-serah, a city in the mountains of Ephraim near Shiloh and Shechem.  

Supervision of the sacred allotting to divide the land was done by Eleazar, Joshua, and the 

leader of each tribe at the entrance of the tabernacle in Shiloh. 

 17. Six cities of refuge were designated.  All of these were levitical towns where one who had 

killed another unintentionally could run to be protected from the ancient rite of vendetta 

(blood revenge) by the relatives of the one killed.  He was to present his case at the gate.  

Later, he was brought to trial before the community closest to the scene of the crime.  If 

acquitted, he returned to the city of refuge until the high priest died, then he was free to return 

home  (similar to our statute of limitations).  Cities of refuge were Kedesh, Shechem, Hebron, 

Bezer, Ramoth-Gilead, and Golan.  (Numbers 35:9-34, Deuteronomy 4:41-43, 19:1-3) 

 18. The distribution of territory to all the tribes but Levi fulfilled Jacob's curse.  (Genesis 4 9:5-7)  

God overruled and preserved the Levites identity, however, because they stood with Moses 

during a crucial hour (Exodus 32:26) and because of Phinehas' action in regard to Zimri.  

(Numbers 25)  Therefore, forty-eight cities with pasture land were given to the Levites, 

scattered throughout the promised land. 

 19. God faithfully kept His promises to Joshua (Joshua 1:5-9) and everything He promised them 

came true. 

 20. Joshua now dismissed the troops of Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh with a blessing.  He 

acknowledged their loyal fulfillment of their obligations in helping the other tribes.  On their 

way home, they stopped before crossing the Jordan River to build a huge altar.  It offended 

the other ten tribes to the east.  They thought these tribes were rebelling against God and 

feared God's punishment would reflect upon all of Israel. 
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 21. Wisely, they sent a twenty-one man delegation headed by Phinehas to talk to these tribes and 

reason with them lest they have to purge these tribal brethren.  The troops west of Jordan 

assured Phinehas with an oath before God that they had not built the altar in rebellion but in 

love and as a symbol to future generations that Jehovah was God to both those on the east 

and west of the Jordan River.  This altar was not built to use for sacrifices, for the only altar 

acceptable to God for that was the one at the tabernacle.  Thus, Phinehas and his delegation 

headed home, rejoicing. 

 

Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

mountainous areas - tree cutouts, toy trees 

tabernacle 

spies expedition - map, compass, ñsurveyò equipment 

picture of Rameses II 

wilderness campsite by tribes 

altar - model 

sword, helmet, spear 

Å Puppets/Dolls - Zelophehad's 5 daughters, 12 sons of Jacob 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 

Å Sandbox Map 

Å Storybook 

Å Video 

 

Songs: 

Å 12 Sons Of Jacob 

Å Bind Us Together Lord 

Å Blest Be The Tie That Binds 

Å Cheerfully Obey 

Å He Promised Love 

Å I Am Bound For The Promised Land 

Å I'm In The Lord's Army 

Å Jordan River 

Å Joshua 

Å Joshua Was A Great Leader 

Å My God Is So Great 

Å Our God Keeps His Promises 

Å Seek Ye First 

Å Standing On The Promises 

Å Thank You Lord 

Å The Steadfast Love Of The Lord 

 

Activities: 

Å Use a map of the promised land with tribal divisions.  It may be plain or color coded.  Use 

ñflagsò with tribal names to designate borders. 

Å Create a puzzle map to be filled in as you discuss the divisions.  Include bodies of water, 

major cities, mountains, and other landmarks.   

Å Make a map of the tribal divisions with clay, salt dough, puzzle pieces, etc. 

Å Application story/activity dealing with keeping promises. 

Å Tribal Match - Match the names of the tribes with a description of their location in the 

promised land. 

Å Blind Art -  Allow about 4 minutes.  Let students close their eyes and draw the scouts 

mapping out the land. 
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Å Promise Keeping -  Using their Bibles, have students locate as many references as they can 

find where God kept His promises. 

Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. To whom did God keep promises? 

 2. To whom does God keep promises today? 

 3. Draw the tribal allotments. 

 4. Which tribes asked for another allotment?  What was Joshua's reply? 

 5. What archaeological and historical discoveries support this section of Bible history? 

 6. Where was the tabernacle set up?  Why there? 

 7. What was a city of refuge? 

 8. When Joshua dismisses the western troops, what happens?  What is the result? 

 9. How do God's promises affect you? 

 

*******************************************************  
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Old Testament 

Lesson 56: Joshuaôs Last Days 
Joshua 23,24 

       

Memory Verses: Joshua 24:15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose 

you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods 

which your fathers served that were on the other side 

of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose 

land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will 

serve the Lord. 

 

 Joshua 24:24 And the people said unto Joshua, The Lord our God 

will we serve, and His voice will we obey. 

 

 Proverbs 13:20 He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a 

companion of fools shall be destroyed. 

 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å God does not force Himself and His blessings on us.  He gives us the 

choice: to serve Him and receive His blessings or to serve the devil 

and bear the consequences. 

 

Outline: 

 I. Joshua's farewell to Israel's leaders. Joshua 23 

A. God's might on their behalf. 

B. Finish conquering the land. 

C. Be faithful to Jehovah. 

 

 II.  Joshua's farewell to Israel. Joshua 24 

A. Brief history. 

B. Be faithful to Jehovah. 

C. The covenant renewed. 

D. Joshua's death. 

E. Joseph's remains buried. 

F. Eleazar dies. 

 

Facts: 

 1. Joshua, knowing Israel's tendency to compromise with the heathen and grow complacent, 

used his remaining strength to stir Israel to renewed faithfulness and obedience for 

Jehovah. 

 2. Joshua summoned Israel's leaders to Shiloh, where the tabernacle was.  He reviewed with 

them all God had done for them.  He reminded them of how God had fought their 

enemies for them.  He urgeed them to be completely devoted to God and not deviate from 

His laws.  He warned them of God's rejection if they mixed and associated with the 
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idolatrous Canaanites.  Joshua told them not to even mention the names of their idol 

gods, much less worship them. 

 3. Joshua also strictly forewarned of the consequences of intermarrying with these heathen 

neighbors.  Such association with sin would create a snare or a trap for them and cause 

them to lose God's blessings and protection.  (Exodus 34:12-16, Leviticus 26:14-33, 

Numbers 33:55, Deuteronomy 7:3, 28:15-68) 

 4. Joshua prepared them for his impending death.  Again he reminded Israel's leaders that 

God had kept all His promises to them and blessed them in their new land.  But, if they 

failed to keep their promises to God and be faithful, God's anger would be kindled 

against them and He would take away the promised land and all His blessings from them. 

 5. Joshua now called the entire nation of Israel to him at Shechem to renew their covenant 

allegiance with Jehovah, just as Moses had done after the wilderness wanderings.  

(Deuteronomy 30:15-20)  Shechem was where God had first promised Canaan to Abram, 

thus it was where Abram erected his first altar in the land.  (Genesis 12:6, 7)  Jacob also 

had erected an altar at Shechem and told his household to get rid of any idols.  (Genesis 

33:20, 35:1-4)  On a former occasion, Joshua had led a covenant renewal ceremony near 

Shechem at Mt. Ebal.  (Joshua 8:30-35) 

 6. Terah lived in the district northeast of the Euphrates River, including Haran.  Ur of the 

Chaldees may well have been a town in the Armenian mountains north of Haran. 

 7. Only two of Terah's three sons are mentioned; those who were ancestors to Israel.  

Abraham was father of Isaac, grandfather to Jacob; Nahor was grandfather to Rebekah 

and great grandfather of Leah and Rachel. 

 8. A history of Israel and what God had done for Israel was recounted.  Again, Joshua 

stipulated loyalty and reverence to Jehovah God.  The first obligation of any treaty was 

prohibition of foreign alliance.  Here, Israel was not to align themselves with idolatry or 

idol worshipers. 

 9. Joshua challenged them to take a stand and make a clear cut choice.  As for his family, 

they would serve God.  The people of Israel chose to do the same.  They recounted His 

blessings. 

 10. Joshua reminded Israel Jehovah God is a jealous God.  They could not rebel and forsake 

Him without suffering the consequences.  All idols must be destroyed.  Thus, Joshua 

committed them to a permanent binding contract with God Almighty.  He recorded their 

reply in the book of laws.  He also inscribed the statutes of the covenant renewal on a 

large stone he set under the oak tree marking a sacred place.  (Genesis 12:6, Joshua 17:9)  

Curses and blessings are pronounced and the people are dismissed to go home. 

 11. Soon after this, Joshua's work for God was completed.  He died at the age of 110 and was 

buried on his own estate at Timnath-serah in Ephraim on the north side of Mt. Gaash.  

Israel was faithful to God throughout Joshua's godly leadership. 

 12. Joseph's remains had been brought by Israel to the promised land and buried in Shechem 

in the parcel of land bought by Jacob from the sons of Hamor for 100 pieces of silver.  

(Genesis 33:18-20, 50:24, 25, Exodus 13:19)  This land was in territory assigned to the 

tribes of Joseph. 

 13. Eleazar, the high priest also died and was buried in the hill country of Ephraim at Gibeah, 

a city given to his son Phinehas.  This closes an era. 
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Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

old Joshua - gray hair, glasses, cane, staff, broken voice 

previous visuals for major events in Israel's history: 

 conquering the land, Terah, Abraham, Nahor, Isaac, Jacob, Esau, 10 plagues, Red 

Sea, Jericho 

trap - small animal trap, noose with a rope, handcuffs 

map - Shiloh, Shechem, Mt. Gaash, Gibeah 

treaty - paper document w/ signatures, seal 

idol - knick-knack, statue, toy cow spray painted 

statutes of the covenant - large stone 

burials - tissues, handkerchief, flowers, headstone 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 

Å Puppets/Dolls 

Å Sandbox Map 

Å Storybook 

Å Video 

 

Songs: 

Å 12 Sons Had Jacob 

Å A Common Love 

Å Books Of The Old Testament 

Å God Needs Helpers 

Å He's My King 

Å He's My Rock, My Sword, My Shield 

Å I'm Not Ashamed To Own My Lord 

Å Jesus Is Lord Of Us All 

Å Joshua Was A Great Leader 

Å Live In Me Lord Jesus 

Å My God Is So Great 

Å O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 

Å O Worship The King 

Å Our God Keeps His Promises 

Å Roll The Gospel Chariot Along 

Å The B-I-B-L-E 

Å The Steadfast Love Of The Lord 

Å Watch Your Eyes 

 

Activities: 

Å Illustrate the lesson with stories/activities on: promises kept/not kept 

 loyalty/disloyalty 

 choices good and bad 

Å Illustrate that how we live our lives shows God and others how much we really want to 

serve God 

Å This Is Your Life - Take events of Joshua's life.  Write them on tongue depressors or craft 

sticks.  Let students put the events in the order in which they happened. 

Å Have students write a paragraph about the life and times of Joshua.  Tell how the account of 

his life has influenced you. 

Å Your Choice - Make up hard questions and easy questions pertaining to the book of Joshua.  

Put easy questions in low numbered pockets.  As the questions get harder, put them in 

higher numbered pockets.  Let students choose which pocket they would like to pull a 

question from.  Continue the activity until all the questions have been used.  Keep score. 
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Å Use a drawing of a house.  Cut to open the windows and door.  Using photographs or 

magazine cut outs, paste pictures of each child's family members that serve the Lord.  

(Joshua 24:15) 

Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. Why does God give us the choice to follow Him or not? 

 2. What choice have you made?  Why? 

 3. Why did God keep all His promises to Israel and the patriarchs? 

 4. What does Joshua warn Israel's leaders about?  How do these apply to us? 

 5. Why does Joshua renew the covenant between God and Israel?  What promises were they 

making? 

 6. What were the consequences of not keeping their promises?  Do these consequences 

apply to you? 

 7. Why does Joshua gather Israel at Shechem?  Who had been there before? 

 8. What is significant about Joshua's leadership? 

 9. What type of leader are you?  Are you a leader or a follower?  Who are you leading?  

Following? 

10. What promises have you made to God?  Have you kept them all? 

 

********************************************************  
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Old Testament 

Lesson 57: When Judges Ruled 
Judges 1-3 

       

Memory Verses: Judges 2:2,3 And  ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of 

this land; ye shall throw down their altars: but ye have 

not obeyed My voice: why have ye done  this? 

 

Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out from 

before you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, 

and their gods shall be a snare unto you. 

 

 Judges 2:16 Nevertheless the Lord raised up judges, which 

delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled 

them. 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å God will allow our faith to be tested to see if we really love Him. 

 Å God wants us to learn from our mistakes, correct them, and not repeat 

them again. 

 Å God will punish us when we sin, but if we repent, He will forgive us. 

 

Outline: 

 I. Introduction. 
 

 II.  Israel's failure to complete the conquest. Judges 1 

A. Judah and Simeon. 

B. Benjamin and tribes of Joseph. 

C. Zebulun and Asher. 

D. Naphtali and Dan. 
 

 III.  God's judgment. Judges 2 

A. The angel's rebuke. 

B. A godly generation dies. 

C. Their disobedience punished. 
 

 IV. The southern campaign. Judges 3 

A. The enemy left to test Israel. 

B. Judge Othniel. 

C. Judge Ehud. 

D. Judge Shamgar. 

 

Facts: 

 1. The book of Judges is the second book of history recording the 350 year period of Israel's 

history when they were led by judges.  Serving as civil magistrates or heads of state, their 

leadership appears to overlap and be territorial for not all of them ruled over the entire 
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nation.  There are seven chief military judges and seven others briefly noticed.  Although 

the author of Judges is anonymous, most Bible scholars attribute its writing to Samuel 

approximately 1185 B.C.  He certainly was a crucial link between the period of judges and 

the appointed kings of Israel. 

 2. There is a stark contrast between the book of Joshua and Judges.  Under Joshua, the people 

obediently conquered the land, but the recurring theme in Judges is Israel forsaking God, 

being enslaved by their enemies, their cry to God in repentance, and God raising up a judge 

to deliver them.  Although God was their King, they did not listen to Him.  Their short lived 

military successes and repeated failure to drive out the enemy directly resulted from their 

lack of faith and obedience.  Israel continually failed to learn from their mistakes.  These 

judges ruled from approximately 1400-1100 B.C. 

 3. Upon Joshua's death, the primary phase of conquering the promised land had been 

completed.  Yet pockets of native resistance remained and God expected each tribe to finish 

driving them out.  The tribe of Judah and Simeon were first to battle the Canaanites and 

Perizzites in their territory.  Ten thousand were slain at Bezek and their king, King Adoni-

bezek was captured.  The Israelites cut off his thumbs and big toes.  (Any physical 

mutilation disqualified a person from holding religious or civil office in ancient times.)  

King Adoni-bezek had done this same thing to seventy other kings.  He knew this was just 

punishment from God.  He died in Jerusalem. 

 4. Judah then captured Jerusalem and set it ablaze.  They marched to the hill country and 

coastal areas of Palestine and Negeb.  They slew the city of Hebron, promised to Caleb, as 

well as Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai.  (Numbers 14:24, Joshua 15:13, 14) 

 5. Their next plan of attack was against Debir.  Caleb promised his daughter, Achsah, to the 

soldier brave enough to lead the attack.  Caleb's nephew, Othniel arose to the challenge.  He 

conquered Debir and won Achsah as his bride. 

 6. Othniel was given the land of Debir which was largely desert.  So Achsah asked her father 

for additional land with springs on it.  This Caleb granted the newlyweds. 

 7. Moses' wife's relatives, the Kenites, preserved their identity, yet remained friendly with the 

Israelites.  (I Samuel 30:29)  The tribes of Judah and Simeon continued to conquer all of 

their territory except the people of the valley.  Their chariots of iron became a great 

obstacle. 

 8. The tribe of Benjamin failed to exterminate the Jebusites.  Ephraim and Manasseh 

conquered Bethel, also known as Luz.  They captured a man and offered to spare his life and 

that of his family if he showed them passage through the city wall.  He did, and they 

massacred all but this man and his family.  Ephraim and Manasseh did not conquer at least 

six major cities in their territory, however. 

 9. The tribes of Zebulun, Asher, and Naphtali were also lax in conquering all of their 

territory.  Thus, the Canaanites remained among them, reduced to slaves during periods 

of Israel's strength.  The tribe of Dan pushed into the low lands of their territory, but were 

forced out and back into the hills by the Amorites.  (We'll find later the majority of this 

tribe migrated to Laish, at the headwaters of the Jordan and settled there.  Judges 18) 

 10. The idolatry of the Canaanites among Israel became tolerated and inter-marriage with the 

Canaanites became common.  Thus, the angel of God appeared to Israel.  He reminded 

them God was the one who delivered them from bondage in Egypt and brought them to 

this wonderful land.  He had kept His promises to Israel, yet they had broken their pledge 
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to Him.  Because they had made treaties with the Canaanites and not destroyed their 

idols, God would no longer protect them from their enemies. 

 11. Israel wept over God's judgment upon them.  The place of this occurrence was called 

ñBochimò meaning place where the people wept. 

 12. The next generation was just as ungrateful of God's blessing and miracles for they openly 

worshipped Baalim and Ashtaroth.  (Baal was a fertility god thought to bring productivity 

to man, animals, and their field.  Baalim is plural for the many local manifestations of 

Baal: Baal-peor, Baal-zeboul, etc.  Ashtaroth was the female counterpart to Baal.) 

 13. Israel had abandoned Jehovah, and His anger was kindled against them.  God chose to 

use Israel's enemies to chasten His rebellious people and bring them back to Him.  When 

they cried to God in distress, God would have pity on them and send a judge to save them 

from their enemies. 

 14. But over and over again, as each judge died, the Israelites turned from God and relapsed 

into idolatry with their neighbors.  The judges had no lasting effect on Israel.  The 

Canaanites' continued presence was used as a test of Israel's faithfulness by God. 

Judge Othniel 

 15. God allowed Israel, in their wickedness, to be conquered by King Cushanrishathaim of 

Mesopotamia.  He oppressed them for eight years.  Then, Israel began to cry to Jehovah 

for mercy.  God had pity on Israel and sent Caleb's nephew, Othniel as their first judge to 

deliver them.  Othniel had Israel repent before God for their sins, then he rallied Israel's 

forces against King Cushanrishathaim to free them. 

 16. For forty years, Israel had peace and was free from foreign domination.  They served 

Jehovah.  But when Othniel died, Israel turned once again to their sinful ways. 

Judge Ehud 

 17. God allowed Israel to be conquered and oppressed by King Eglon of Moab for eighteen 

years.  He forced Israel to pay him exorbitant taxes.  Again, Israel cried to Jehovah for 

deliverance.  So God gave them Ehud, son of Gera, from the tribe of Benjamin.  (Ehud 

was left handed.  Benjamites seemed to be left handed or ambidextrous.  Judges 20:16, I 

Chronicles 12:2) 

 18. Ehud made a two edged dagger about eighteen inches long and hid it in his clothing, 

strapped to his right thigh.  He and his men delivered the tax tribute (silver, gold, cattle) 

to King Eglon then started back home.  He dismissed his men at the quarries (graven 

images) of Gilgal and returned to King Eglon alone.  He told the king he had a secret 

message for him from God.  In reverence, the king got up.  (King Eglon was very fat.)  

He sent his staff away.  As Ehud approached the king, he whipped out his dagger and 

plunged it deep into the king's belly.  The blow was quick and forceful.  Ehud left his 

weapon in the wound as the excrement oozed out.  He quietly locked the doors behind 

him as he escaped. 

 19. When the king's servants returned, they found the doors locked, so as not to disturb him, 

they waited.  Finally, they got a key to go in and check on him, only to find him dead.  

Meanwhile, Ehud had reached the highlands of Ephraim.  He blew a trumpet to call Israel 

to battle.  They besieged the fjords of Jordan and slew 10,000 Moabites, freeing Israel 

from Moab's power.  For eighty years, Israel again served God under Ehud's judgeship 

and was free from foreign invasion. 
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Judge Shamgar 

 20. Once again, Israel became friendly with their Canaanite neighbors and were delivered by 

God into the oppression of the Philistines.  Again, in pity, Jehovah gave them Shamgar 

who delivered them from their oppressors by killing 600 Philistines with an ox goad.  (An 

ox goad is thought to be a rod about eight feet long, covered with iron.  One end had a 

spike; the other had a chisel blade used for cleaning the plow.  It was used for driving 

cattle, but could also serve as a spear.   I Samuel 13:21, Ecclesiastes 12:11, Acts 9:5)  

Shamgar could have been a contemporary of Deborah and Barak. 

 

Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

map of Israel's tribal territory 

armor - sword, shield, spear, helmet 

hands & feet w/ thumbs & big toes missing - paper, plaster, papier maché 

sandbox village on ñfireò - construction paper, tissue paper, cellophane 

wells, springs - water in a cup or can 

chariot - craft, paint black 

city wall - create a maze in the classroom or make a model city with a wall 

idol gods - statue, toy animal 

Bochim - handkerchief, tissues, ñtearsò 

taxes - gold, silver coins - real, paper, candy, toy animals 

dagger - toy, cardboard 

strap, rope 

key - real, toy, paper 

trumpet - horn, toy, party favor, cardboard, paper, throw away cylinder 

ox goad - long rod/stick sprayed black 

Å Puppets/Dolls - Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, captured man, angel 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 

Å Sandbox Map 

Å Storybook 

Å Video 

 

Songs: 

Å Are We Walkin' In The Enemyôs Camp? 

Å Give Me Oil In My Lamp 

Å God Is Watching Over You 

Å He Paid A Debt 

Å Hear O Israel 

Å I Don't Wanta Be A Goat, Nope 

Å I Have Decided To Follow Jesus 

Å I Will Call Upon The Lord 

Å I'm A Hard Fighting Soldier 

Å I'm In The Lord's Army 

Å Into My Heart 

Å Jehovah Jireh 

Å O Be Careful Little Eyes 

Å Our God Is So Big 

Å Roll The Gospel Chariot 

Å The B-I-B-L-E 

Å Till Every Tribe Shall Hear 

Å Unto Thee O Lord

 

Activities: 

Å Play act scenes of today's lesson. 
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Å File Folder Activities:  ñJudgesò 

Å Good and Bad Choices 

Å I Know It Riddles - Create riddles or clues about people, places, or things pertaining to 

today's lesson.  Allow students to guess the answers.  May be played as a team or 

individually. 

Å Bible Jeopardy -  Create Jeopardy board.  Put easy questions in lower numbered slots, 

harder questions in those slots with more points. 

Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. Why does God allow our faith to be tested?  How might our faith be tested? 

 2. From what mistakes have you learned a valuable lesson? 

 3. Why do you suppose Israel continued to commit the same sin over and over? 

 4. What sin do you find yourself committing repeatedly?  How might you overcome it? 

 5. What re-occurring events kept happening with Israel? 

 6. Why did Israel not drive out and destroy all the Canaanites under Joshua's leadership, 

before they settled the land? 

 7. What temptations did Israel face that God's people face today? 

8. Name the three judges in today's lesson.  Which was your favorite and why? 

 

******************* **************************************  
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Old Testament 

Lesson 58: At The Hand Of A Woman: The Northern Conflict 
Judges 4,5 

       

Memory Verses: Judges 4:4 And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she 

judged Israel at that time. 

 

 Judges 4:9 And she said, I will surely go with thee: 

notwithstanding the journey that thou takest shall not 

be for thine honor; for the Lord shall sell Sisera into 

the hand of a woman.  And Deborah arose, and went 

with Barak to Kedesh. 

 

 Judges 5:24 Blessed above women shall Jael the wife of Heber the 

Kenite be, blessed shall she be above women in the 

tent. 

 

 Judges 5:31 So let all Thine enemies perish, O Lord: but let them 

that love Him be as the sun when He goeth forth in 

His might.  And the land had rest forty years. 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å God's power is invincible. 

 Å God can use any of us in fulfilling His plans or goals (man, woman, 

boy, or girl) 

 

Outline: 

 I. Judge Deborah. Judges 4 

A. Israel oppressed by King Jabin. 

B. Deborah calls Barak. 

C. Israel pursues Sisera and the Canaanites. 

D. Jael tricks Sisera. 

E. Jael kills Sisera. 
 

 II.  The song of Deborah and Barak. Judges 5 

A. Praise to the Lord. 

B. God's power over Sisera and his army. 

C. Israel's fall into idolatry. 

D. The conflict with Sisera. 

E. Jael blessed for her courage. 

F. God's invincible power. 

 

Facts: 

 1. Israel again strayed from obeying Jehovah God and became idol worshippers.  So again, 

God allowed Israel to be taken captive, this time by King Jabin of Hazor in Canaan.  
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(Joshua had overtaken Hazor once before.)  Hazor was the most important fortress in 

northern Canaan. 

 2. Jabin's commander in chief of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth.  Sisera's 

equipment far exceeded Israel's. 

 3. For twenty years, God allowed Jabin to make life miserable for Israel.  Sorry for their sin, 

Israel cried to God for mercy.  God gave Israel a woman judge and prophetess named 

Deborah.  Deborah was married to Lapidoth.  She held court at a place called ñDeborah's 

Palm Treeò between Ramah and Bethel in Ephraim. 

 4. To rally her people to war, she called Barak to lead them.  Barak was from Kedesh in 

Naphtali.  She told him to mobilize 10,000 men from the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun.  

They met King Jabin's army at Mt. Tabor.  God had assured Deborah He would draw 

Sisera's army to the Kishon River and defeat them there. 

 5. Barak wanted the assurance of a successful battle so he said he would go if Deborah 

would come too.  She said she would go, but the victory would be credited to a woman.  

At Kedesh, 10,000 men volunteered to fight of the two northern tribes. 

 6. Now Heber, the Kenite was a descendant of Moses' father-in-law, Hobab.  He had moved 

away from the rest of his family and camped near Kedesh.  Heber informed Sisera that 

Barak had gathered an army together to fight him at Mt. Tabor.  So Sisera assembled his 

own forces and all his chariots to put an end to this uprising.  They marched toward the 

Kishon River. 

 7. Deborah saw Sisera and his army approaching.  She summoned Barak and his army to 

run down the slopes of Mt. Tabor and attack.  Jehovah threw Sisera and his army into a 

panic.  He causeed the Kishon River to sweep them away.  (5:21)  Barak chased Sisera 

and his army until all Sisera's soldiers were destroyed. 

 8. Sisera fled for his own life toward the tent of Heber.  He thought he would be safe there.  

Jael, Heber's wife, saw a tired and frightened Sisera and offered him the safety of her 

home.  She covered him with a mantle (rug, blanket, tent, curtain).  He asked for water, 

but she gave him milk and covered him again. 

 9. Sisera realized the Israelites might pursue him this direction, so he asked Jael to tell them 

he was not there.  When Jael was sure Sisera was asleep, she seized the opportunity to 

kill the enemy of Israel.  She took a tent peg (stake) and drove it with a hammer through 

Sisera's temples into the ground.  (At this time, it was the responsibility of women to 

pitch the tents.) 

 10. When Barak came looking for Sisera, Jael went out to meet him and showed him Sisera.  

Although the act of Jael is described, the victory is ascribed to God.  God is seen as the 

power behind all that takes place.  In time, Israel destroyed all of King Jabin's people. 

 11. Chapter 5 reiterates in poetic form chapter 4.  It is called the Song of Deborah.  It was 

written in praise to God for avenging His people.  Rulers of other nations are warned to 

heed the might of Jehovah God. 

 12. In contrast to the fertility gods of Canaan, Jehovah was associated with the arid regions of 

Sinai and Horeb.  He was pictured marching out of Seir and Edom to deliver His people.  

All nature was convulsed as our awesome God demonstrated His power. 

 13. The Canaanites had secured control of the main roads so the Israelites took the byways 

(crooked paths) less frequented.  Peasants deserted villages for the protection of walled 

cities. 
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 14. Then Israel turned to idolatry.  Raids of the enemy reached Israel, who were unarmed or 

did not allow their arms to be seen.  There was gratitude for those leaders proven faithful 

in crisis time.  The rich and noble rode on white horses.  The poor journeyed on foot. 

 15. Israel praised God.  The scene of victory was reflective of warriors returning from battle 

mingling among the women at the water troughs, telling of the victories they had, thanks 

to God. 

 16. The second part of the song describes the conflict with Sisera.  Israel was thought of as a 

remnant that would rule the mighty.  Amalek nomads had invaded central Canaan.  

Machir was a branch of the tribe of Manasseh west of Jordan.  Those tribes that did not 

participate in the battle were taunted.  (Judah, Gad, 1/2  Manasseh, Dan, Asher) 

 17. Sisera led a confederacy of kings against Israel.  Taanach commanded one of the 

passages to the plain of Esdraelon, where the battle took place. 

 18. The men of Meroz did not help Israel as an ally.  Instead, Jael, a woman, in bold devotion 

aided them.  Jael risked her own life to kill Israel's enemy.  His death was reason for 

rejoicing. 

 19. The scene shifted to Sisera's mother, concerned about her son.  She wondered why he 

was so late returning from battle.  The noble women encouraged her, saying it took time 

to divide the spoils of war.  In ancient warfare, the warriors divided the captured women 

among themselves.  The irony lay in that Sisera had died by the hand of a woman. 

 20. Thus, the poet ends with a prayer to God, that all His enemies perish as Sisera. May 

God's warriors be as the sun, annihilating the darkness with invincible power and strength 

from Jehovah God.  Israel was faithful to Jehovah and avoided oppression for forty years 

(one generation). 

 

Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

idols - statue, toy animal, totem pole 

armor - sword, helmet, shield, spear 

map - Hazor, Ramah, Bethel, Mt. Tabor, Naphtali, Zebulun, Kison River, Seir, Edom 

chariot - toy, crafted, sprayed black or gray 

palm tree - toy, crafted 

fighting men - toy army figures 

tent - pup tent, sheet draped over a card table, paper model 

mantle - blanket, rug 

milk - real milk in small cups, ñpretendò 

tent peg and mallet - large nail, stick, pencil, tent stake, toy hammer, real hammer, 

rubber mallet 

Å Puppets/Dolls - Sisera, Deborah, Barak, Jael 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 

Å Sandbox Map 

Å Storybook 

Å Video 

 

Songs: 

Å Encamped Along The Hills Of Light Å Give Me Oil In My Lamp 
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Å God Is Listening 

Å God Is Watching Over You 

Å Great Is The Lord 

Å He's My Rock My Sword My Shield 

Å Hear O Israel 

Å Humble Yourselves 

Å I Shall Not Be Moved 

Å I'm In The Lord's Army 

Å Jesus Loves Me When I'm Good 

Å Love Him Love Him 

Å My Helping Hands 

Å Our God Is An Awesome God 

Å Our God Is So Big 

Å Our God Keeps His Promises 

Å Standing In The Need Of Prayer 

Å Thank You Lord 

 

Activities: 

Å Have students create their own poems/songs of praise to God. 

Å File Folder activity:  ñJudgesò 

Å Use a story or activity to demonstrate:  courage 

letting God use us for His purposes 

praise and thankfulness  

standing up for right 

Å Have students talk about or write a brief report on a Bible person they admire and why.  

Touch on what qualities make them admirable and how might we be like them. 

Å Play act today's lesson with props. 

Å Kings, Women, or Prophets - Construct a large spinner from poster board and label the 

outside ring, ñKings, Women, and Prophets.ò  As the students use the spinner they must 

name a Bible person for the category at which the arrow stops. 

       
Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. How did God use Deborah in His plans?  Barak?  Jael? 

 2. How can/does God use you in His plans? 

 3. What power is greater than Jehovah God's? 

 4. Why do you suppose Israel kept straying away from God? 

 5. Do you notice people straying from God today?  Why do they do this?  What can you do 

about it? 

 6. Were Heber and his wife, Jael on the same side? 

 7. Describe the emotions Jael may have been feeling as she tricked Sisera into feeling 

secure and then killed him for Israel's sake.  Would you have had her courage? 

 8. Why do you suppose God used a woman to carry out His plan? 

 9. Why did only the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun fight Sisera? 

 10. How did Deborah show her thankfulness to God?  How do you? 

**********************************************************  

Kings Women

Prophets
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Old Testament 

Lesson 59: Gideon ï Mighty Man Of Valour  
Judges 6-8 

       

Memory Verses: Judges 6:12 And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him, and 

said unto him, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty 

man of valour. 

 

 Judges 6:16 And the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be with 

thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man. 

 

 Judges 7:6 And the number of them that lapped, putting their 

hand to their mouth, were three hundred men: but all 

the rest of the people bowed down upon their knees to 

drink water. 

 

 Judges 8:23 And Gideon said unto them, I will not rule over you, 

neither shall my son rule over you: the Lord shall rule 

over you. 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å although we are only one, with God on our side, we will always be a 

winner. 

 Å God does not choose His leaders by their age, wealth, looks, or 

educational background, but by their humble spirit.  God could use 

you as a leader some day. 
 

Outline: 

 I. A sign for Gideon. Judges 6 

A. Israel oppressed by Midian. 

B. The angel of God commissions Gideon. 

C. Gideon's gift consumed by God. 

D. Gideon destroys altar of Baal. 

E. One more sign for Gideon. 
 

 II.  A surprise attack. Judges 7 

A. God reduces Gideon's army. 

B. The barley cake dream. 

C. Trumpets, torches, and pitchers. 

D. In hot pursuit. 
 

 III.  Gideon, mighty man of valour. Judges 8 

A. Midianite princes taken. 

B. Succoth and Penuel destroyed. 

C. Gideon, the avenger. 

D. Gideon turns down a crown. 
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E. The ephod. 

 

Facts: 

 1. The cycle of sin and punishment found Israel once again oppressed by the Midianites for 

seven years.  These cruel nomadic oppressors organized raids by caravans, plundering the 

countryside and destroying Israel's crops.  They stole Israel's sheep and cattle leaving the 

land stripped and devastated.  In poverty, Israel was forced to hide in dens and caves of the 

mountains and hide what little grain they could salvage in wine pits.  The Amalekites of the 

Syrian desert, also nomads, prevailed upon Israel as well.  Israel was virtually powerless 

against their foe.  (The Midianites may be traced back to Keturah, Abraham's concubine.) 

 2. Israel eventually cried to God for relief.  God again had pity on Israel and sent a prophet to 

predict God's mercy was at hand.  Then God sent an angel to Gideon and his father, Joash, 

who were secretly threshing wheat by the wine press.  He told Gideon God had selected him 

to deliver Israel.  Gideon questioned the angel as to why God had allowed this oppression 

and where were the miracles of God they had heard about while growing up.  He questioned 

why God would choose him, the youngest and poorest of the whole tribe of Manasseh. 

 3. Typically, God's chosen leaders exhibited a spirit of humility.  Gideon was no exception.  

Gideon needed assurance this was truly Jehovah's plan for him.  He asked the angel to wait 

until he could prepare a present for him.  He hurried home to prepare a young goat and bake 

cakes of unleavened bread.  He prepared a broth for the meat and carried it all back to the 

angel waiting under the oak tree.  The angel had Gideon place it on a rock (improvising as an 

altar). 

 4. The angel touched it with his staff and fire from the rock consumed the gifts.  The angel was 

gone and fear overcame Gideon for he realized this man was of God.  (Exodus 33:20)  God 

told him not to be afraid; he would not die.  Gideon built an altar to commemorate God's 

message to him.  (Shalom is Hebrew for ñpeace.ò) 

 5. God then told Gideon to take his father's best oxen, hitch it to the family's altar to Baal, 

pulling it down, and cut down the grove next to it.  In its place, he was to erect an altar to 

Jehovah God.  He must use the wood from the grove to offer the second oxen as a sacrifice to 

God.  Gideon took ten of his servants and followed God's directions. 

 6. They did this at night to avoid the opposition.  The next morning the city was angry at what 

they considered an act of sacrilege.  They demanded Gideon be killed for such desecration, 

but Joash came to his son's defense.  He asked why Baal needed their help to avenge his son.  

If Baal was a real god worthy of honor, he could avenge himself.  Gideon was then 

nicknamed ñJerubbaalò meaning ñlet Baal take care of himself.ò 

 7. The Midianites and Amalekites joined forces to conquer Israel.  They set up camp in the 

valley of Jezreel.  This valley extended from Mt. Carmel to the Jordan valley.  Because it 

led into the heart of Palestine, it was been a battleground throughout history.  Gideon 

sounded the call to war.  His own clan, the Abiezerites, rallied to his aid.  The fighting 

men of Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali subsequently joined him. 

 8. Before they went, Gideon again sought a sign from God.  He placed a fleece on the 

threshing floor.  If, in the morning, it was wet with dew but the floor was dry, he knew 

God was with him.  The next morning, Gideon wrung a bowl full of water from the 

fleece.  To make doubly sure, Gideon asked God to make the ground wet with dew but 

the fleece dry.  The next day, the Lord had done as Gideon requested and Gideon was 

sure God would bring them victory. 
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 9. Gideon and his army camped at the well of Harod, at the foot of Mt. Gilead.  The 

Midianites were camped close by at the Hill of Moreh.  God told Gideon he had too many 

men; he must send those home that were afraid.  Twenty-two thousand men go home, 

10,000 remain.  God told Gideon he still had too many men.  He was to take them to the 

spring to drink. 

 10. Gideon was to divide them into two groups: those that cupped the water in their hands 

and lapped it like dogs, and those that kneeled and drank from the stream.  Three hundred 

drank from their hands; the others God had Gideon send home.  Israel needed to realize it 

was not by their own strength the battle with Midian would be won. 

 11. In the darkness of the night, Gideon sneaked down to the outposts of the Midianite camp 

with his page (or armor bearer), Phurah.  They appeared innumerable, like an army of 

grasshoppers (locust) which invades and leaves the area desolate.  Yet, they overheard a 

Midianite relay his dream of a barley cake tumbling upon a Midianite tent and destroying 

it.  Barley was the cheapest grain in Palestine, applicable to the poverty of Israel at this 

time.  Hearing their fear and the interpretation, Gideon returned confidently back to camp 

to prepare for the attack. 

 12. Gideon divided his men into three groups, to simulate an attack from three sides 

simultaneously.  He issued each man a trumpet and a clay pitcher (jar) with a torch 

inside.  At the changing of the guard (the second watch, about 11:00 p.m.), Gideon and 

his men blew their trumpets and broke their pitchers so their torches flamed into the 

night.  The other 200 men on either side did the same.  They yelled ñThe sword of the 

Lord and of Gideon!ò 

 13. The Midianites were panic stricken.  The Lord made them to fight and kill one another.  

Those that fled in the night, Gideon and his men pursued.  He cut off all their escape 

routes to rid the land of Midianites. 

 14. Oreb and Zeeb, two Midianite princes were captured and beheaded.  Their heads were 

delivered as trophies to Gideon in victory.  The men of Ephraim were angry they hadn't 

been called into battle early on.  Since the victors divided the spoils, they suspected 

Gideon was cutting them out.  Gideon's soft reply satisfied the men.  He told them theirs 

were the greater accomplishments, catching these two princes. 

 15. Gideon and his men crossed Jordan still in pursuit of King Zebah and King Zalmunna.  

Weak, they asked those of Succoth for food.  They were denied.  They went on to Penuel 

and asked for food, but were again denied.  Fifteen miles southeast, Gideon caught the 

two kings in the desert area of Karkor.  They didn't expect Gideon to pursue them that 

far.  The 15,000 Midianite soldiers left were in terror. 

 16. On the way back home, Gideon captured a young man from Succoth.  Gideon had him 

write down the names of all the seventy-seven leaders of the city.  When they arrived at 

Succoth, Gideon showed the leaders the captured kings then in recompense, he scraped 

the seventy-seven leaders to death with thorns and briars.  Gideon went to Penuel and 

destroyed their prided city tower and killed all the males. 

 17. Gideon asked King Zebah and King Zalmunna who they killed at Mt. Tabor.  Arrogantly, 

they replied, men just like you.  These were Gideon's own brothers.  Thus, the duty of 

blood revenge was Gideon's to do.  To add humiliation to these kings, Gideon told his 

son Jether to kill them.  But he was young and afraid, so Gideon slayed them himself.  He 

took the moon shaped ornaments attached to their camels' collars.  These ornaments were 

also worn by men and women for good luck. 
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 18. Israel asked Gideon to be their king, but Gideon knew God was Israel's king so he 

refused them.  Yet Gideon did request all the earrings taken from the Midianites.  (All 

Ishmaelites wore gold earrings.)  His warriors gladly donated the gold earrings valued at 

1,700 shekels (approximately seventy pounds) plus crescents, pendants, royal clothing 

and gold chains from their camels.  Of these, Gideon made an ephod and put it in Ophrah, 

his home town. 

 19. Israel was at peace for forty years and all during Gideon's lifetime.  Gideon had seventy 

sons by his many wives.  He also had a concubine in Shechem who gave him a son 

named Abimelech. 

 20. Gideon's ephod became an object of idolatry.  It marked a tragic end to the career of a 

great man and his family would suffer as a result of it.  (9:5)  At Gideon's death, Israel 

again returned to worshipping Baal and forgot Jehovah. 

 

Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

idol - statue, toy cow, stone face 

Midianite raids - mask, sword, toy camel, loot 

loot - toy sheep, cattle, donkeys, vegetables, fruit, jewelry, gold and silver coins, 

clothing, pots, jars 

grain - artificial grass, weeds 

meat with gravy or sauce, unleavened bread - crackers 

rock, tissue paper ñfireò 

toy oxen, wooden idol 

sword, helmet, shield - cardboard, trash can lid 

fleece - lamb's wool, fake fur, cotton batting - 1 wet with water, 1 dry 

map 

spring/stream - blue sheet, shallow dish of water 

barley cake - English muffin, corn muffin, rye bread 

tent 

trumpet - toy, party favor 

pitcher - clay jar, play doh, salt dough 

torch - candle, flashlight 

captured princes - dolls' heads, clay heads, paper heads 

77 leaders - list of names 

thorns, briars - piece of thorny bush 

moon shapes - gold paper, plastic, craft jewels 

gold earrings, hoops, jewels, chains 

ephod - previously used model sprayed gold 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 

Å Puppets/Dolls - Gideon, Joash 

Å Sandbox Map 

Å Storybook 

Å Video 
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Songs: 

Å Are We Walking In The Enemyôs Camp 

Å Bind Us Together 

Å Do You Love Jesus 

Å Father Abraham 

Å Gideon (2 Songs) 

Å I Need You Lord 

Å I Will Call Upon The Lord 

Å I'm In The Lord's Army 

Å I'm Yours Lord 

Å Jesus Is Dynamite 

Å Jesus Is Lord Of Us All 

Å Make Me A Sanctuary 

Å Our God Is So Big 

Å Psalms 19 - The Law Of The Lord 

Å Roll The Gospel Chariot 

Å Standing On The Promises 

Å Stepping In The Light 

Å There Is A Flag That Flies 

Å This Little Christian Light 

Å Would You Be Poured Out Like Wine

 

Activities: 

Å Video on Gideon in church library 

Å File Folder Activities: ñJudgesò 

    ñBible Lands - Geographyò 

    ñIsraelò 

Å Bible Charades - Allow students to ñact outò a scene from today's lesson or scenes from 

previous lessons while the other class members try to guess who they are and which scene it is.  

Depending on the age group, the teacher may write out brief descriptions of lesson scenes and 

let students pick one. 

Å In Hot Pursuit - Divide students into 2 teams: ñthe Midianitesò and ñGideon's army.ò  When a 

Midianite answers a question correctly, he/she advances 1 space.  The same for Gideon's army.  

A simple obstacle course/map in the room will make it more interesting.  Examples:  cave 

(sheet or tent), altar (box or stacked blocks), Baal (piñata or statue), Mt. Carmel, Mt. Gilead 

(green or brown sheet suspended), Jordan valley or spring (blue sheet for water), fleece (lamb's 

wool or batting), Midianite camp (tent), Succoth/Penuel (food, tower) 

Å Choose A Bible Friend - Make a list of Bible people.  Include those of today's lesson and 

others.  Some should be good friends to have and some would not make good friends.  

Have students decide which they would choose for friends and which they would not and 

why.  This may be done orally or written. 

Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. What made Gideon a ñmighty man of valourò? How might you be like him? 

 2. Why did Israel collapse to Baal every time they lost a judge?  How is this reflected today? 

 3. Why did Gideon ask for so many signs from God?  What would you have done? 

 4. Explain the barley cake dream.  Why was it significant? 

 5. Why did God choose soldiers by the way they drank water at the spring? 

 6. Why did Gideon attack the Midianites at night? 

 7. What was the purpose of Gideon avenging Succoth and Penuel? 

 8. Why did Gideon ask for the earrings of the Midianites?  Was there anything wrong with 

this request?  Why or why not? 

 9. Can God use you in His divine plans as He used Gideon?  Why or why not? 

 

***************** ******************************************  
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Old Testament 

Lesson 60: Abimelech and Jephthah 
Judges 9-12 

       

Memory Verses: Judges 9:56 Thus God rendered the wickedness of Abimelech, 

which he did unto his father, in slaying his seventy 

brethren: 

 

 Judges 11:30, 31 And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the Lord, and said, If 

thou shalt without fail deliver the children of Ammon 

into mine hands, 

 

Then it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth of the 

doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace 

from the children of Ammon, shall surely be the 

Lord's, and I will offer it up for a burnt offering. 

 

 Psalms 116:5, 6 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yea, our God is 

merciful. 

 

The Lord preserveth the simple: I was brought low, 

and he helped me. 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å a promise to God must be kept.  Be careful you do not promise God 

something you do not intend to follow through. 

 Å ill-gotten gain or power is not a blessing from God, but a stumbling 

block of the devil.  It is sure to lead to an unhappy end. 

 

Outline: 

 I. Abimelech's misuse of power. Judges 9 

A. Abimelech assumes power. 

B. Jotham's parable of the trees. 

C. Gaal's conspiracy. 

D. Abimelech is slain. 
 

 II.  Israel sins again. Judges 10 

A. Judge Tola. 

B. Judge Jair. 

C. Israel oppressed by the Ammonites. 

 

 III.  Jephthah - King of Gilead. Judges 11 

A. Jephthah rejected. 

B. Gilead seeks Jephthah's help. 

C. Jephthah intervenes with Ammon. 
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D. Jephthah makes a vow. 

E. God gives victory to Jephthah - Gilead. 

F. Jephthah must keep his vow. 

 

 IV. Civil war among Israel. Judges 12 

A. Gilead rises against Ephraim. 

B. Jephthah dies. 

C. Judge Ibzan. 

D. Judge Elon. 

E.  Judge Abdon. 

 

Facts: 

 1. Even though Abimelech numbered among the seventy-one sons of Gideon, as the son of a 

concubine, he was considered a part of his mother's family.  (A secondary ñwifeò stayed with 

her own clan and was visited by her husband from time to time.)  As he grew up, Abimelech 

sought to rule Israel and petitioned those of Shechem (his mother's family) for support.  

Abimelech implied to them that all of Gideon's sons were ambitious about ruling Israel.  

They expressed their loyalty to Abimelech by giving him seventy pieces of silver from the 

temple of Baal. 

 2. Abimelech used this money to eliminate his half brothers.  He paid money hungry scoundrels 

to execute them.  All but Jotham, the youngest was killed.  Abimelech was then declared 

king by men of Shechem and Beth Millo.  (Genesis 35:4, Joshua 24:26) 

 3. Jotham heard of this.  He went to the top of Mt. Gerizim and spoke a parable to the men of 

Shechem: 

Once there was an olive tree, asked of all the trees in the grove to be their king.  But the 

olive tree refused for it had an important function already and did not wish to Lord over 

the other trees.  Then they asked the fig tree to be king, but it, as well, refused for it had 

important fruit to produce and did not have time nor the desire to be ñaboveò the others.  

They asked the grapevine to be king, but it, as well, refused for the same reasons.  

Finally, they asked the bramble bush to be king.  Feeling self important, the bramble bush 

agreed.  He asked the others to come trust his shade knowing he would in time choke 

them out or his dry thorns would easily catch fire and devour even the mighty cedars of 

Lebanon. 

 4. Jotham made his point:  If the men of Shechem felt they had done right, forgetting all Gideon 

had done to protect them and supporting the murderer of his sons (Abimelech), then may 

they be happy together.  But he warned this ñbrambleò king would prove destructive to them 

and they to him.  Jotham then escaped beyond the reach of Abimelech's vengeance to Beer.  

(Many places in Palestine bear this name.) 

 5. Abimelech reigned for three years.  God allowed animosity to develop between 

Abimelech and those of Shechem.  The men of Shechem set up an ambush for Abimelech 

along the mountain top.  As they waited for Abimelech to come along, they robbed the 

caravans and all those passing that route.  (This indirectly deprived Abimelech of tribute 

and toll money of those travelers passing through Shechem.) 

 6. Gaal, son of Ebed, had moved to Shechem with his brothers and became a prominent 

citizen.  At the harvest festival, Gaal perpetuated the revolt against Abimelech.  Zebul, 
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the town leader, warned Abimelech of the uprising.  He suggested Abimelech come by 

night with his army and hide in the fields.  At dawn, they should surround and attack. 

 7. Abimelech followed Zebul's advice.  At dawn he and his soldiers moved in on all four 

sides.  Gaal was caught off guard.  Zebul taunted Gaal by saying he was afraid of 

shadows (ñof menò) on the mountains; must be a guilty conscience.  When it became 

evident to Gaal, Abimelech was attacking, Zebul taunted Gaal again about his big mouth 

boasting. 

 8. Gaal rallied his forces, but it was too late to hold back Abimelech.  Abimelech showed no 

mercy to Shechem.  He killed its inhabitants and sowed the city with salt, rendering the 

soil sterile and unable to produce.  (Jeroboam years later, will rebuild this city.  I Kings 

12)  Some fled to the tower of Baal-berith, but Abimelech and his men cut kindling wood 

at Mt. Zalmon and burned the tower to the ground.  About 1,000 men and women 

perished in the flames. 

 9. Then, Abimelech attacked Thebez, thirteen miles north of Shechem.  Within the city was 

a fortified tower.  As Abimelech prepared to burn it, as he had Baal-berith, a woman 

threw a piece of millstone off the roof, which crushed Abimelech's skull.  A warrior's 

honor demanded he die in battle at the hand of a man.  To die at the hand of a woman was 

a disgrace. 

 10. Abimelech begged his armor bearer to slay him and never tell a woman conquered him.  

The armor bearer pierced him with his sword.  When Abimelech's army realized he was 

dead, they disbanded and went home.  Both the destruction of Abimelech and those of 

Shechem were just punishment from God for the murders of Gideon's sons. 

 11. Israel's next judge was Tola.  Tola was from the tribe of Issachar and ruled Israel twenty-

three years.  (Genesis 46:13, Numbers 26:23)  The next twenty-two years were judged by 

Jair of Gilead, tribe of Manasseh.  Jair had thirty sons of great rank and prominence with 

thirty cities of Gilead each baring Jair's name.  (Numbers 32:41) 

 12. Upon Jair's death, Israel forgot Jehovah and turned once again to Baal and Ashtaroth.  

They also worshipped the god of Syria - Hadad or Rimmon, the god of Zidon, the god of 

Moab - Chemosh, the god of Ammon - Molech , and the god of the Philistines - Dagon 

and Baal-zebub.  God allowed Israel to once again be oppressed and terrorized by the 

Philistines and the Ammonites for eighteen years.  They led unmerciful raids on Judah, 

Benjamin and Manasseh and Ephraim. 

 13. Once again Israel cried to God for deliverance from their enemies, but Jehovah reminded 

them that He had rescued them time and time before, yet they continued to abandon Him 

and served idol gods, so go cry to their ñnew godsò to save them.  Israel destroyed their 

idols and acknowledged their sin.  They begged for God's mercy. 

 14. Israel found itself at war with Ammon, but without a leader.  Jephthah of Gilead was a 

great warrior, but being the son of a harlot gave him inferior status within the family.  His 

legitimate brothers chased him away to the land of Tob.  There, he and his followers lived 

as bandits.  When war breaks out with Ammon, the leaders of Gilead sent for Jephthah to 

be their leader. 

 15. Jephthah was indignant that they should want his help when they had driven him away.  

They promised Jephthah if he would lead them against Ammon, they would make him their 

king.  Jephthah accepted God and the people approved the agreement. 

 16. Jephthah sent messengers to Ammon to find out why they were attacking Israel.  They 

claimed Israel stole their land when they came over from Egypt.  Jephthah told them that 
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when Israel came from Egypt, they requested passage through Amorite territory.  King 

Sihon attacked them so Jehovah God helped them defeat King Sihon and He gave them the 

land.  Besides this took place 300 years ago!  Jephthah assured the king of Ammon Jehovah 

would show him who the land rightfully belonged to.  The king ignored Jephthah. 

 17. God was with Jephthah as they attacked Ammon.  Jephthah vowed to God whatever came 

from his house first to meet him after their victory he would sacrifice to God.  Jephthah 

conquered the Ammonites (twenty cities).  As he returned home in victory, his daughter, 

his only child, ran out to meet him.  Remembering his vow, his joy changed to anguish.  He 

tore his clothes in grief. 

 18. The vow was sacred and had to be carried out.  Human sacrifices were forbidden in Israel, 

but Jephthah had lived on the fringes of society where heathen ideas prevailed.  His 

daughter submitted to the vow without flinching.  She requested a two month period to 

grieve her double tragedy (1-becoming a burnt offering and 2-dying childless and 

unmarried).  After two months, Jephthah fulfilled his vow to God.  It then became a custom 

for young Israelite girls to go away four days each year to grieve the fate of Jephthah's 

daughter. 

 19. The men of Ephraim, with a hostile attitude, crossed Jordan to approach Jephthah.  They 

demanded to know why Jephthah did not enlist their aid in fighting Ammon.  Jephthah 

insisted he had asked for their help and they failed to respond.  Those of Ephraim accused 

Jephthah and his men of being outcasts and deserters.  Civil war broke out.  Jephthah and 

the Gileads defeated those of Ephraim. 

 20. They cut off the fjords of Jordan preventing fugitives of Ephraim from escaping.  If one 

came through, they had to say ñShibboleth.ò  It is thought that the Ephraimites could not 

pronounce the ñHò in their dialect.  So if they said ñSibbolethò instead of ñShibbolethò they 

were killed.  Forty-two thousand Ephraimites died there.  (Hebrews 11:32)  Jephthah 

judged Israel six eventful years and was buried in Gilead. 

 21. Ibzan was Israel's next judge.  Ibzan was from Bethlehem.  He had thirty sons and thirty 

daughters whom he married outside his clan seemingly to strengthen his political ties 

outside of Bethlehem.  (It is debated whether this is Bethlehem, Judah or Bethlehem 

Zebulun.)  He judged Israel seven years. 

 22. Judge Elon served Israel next.  Elon was from Zebulun and judged Israel ten years. 

 23. Next was Judge Abdon from Ephraim.  Abdon had forty sons and thirty grandsons, all of 

great wealth and prominence.  He judged Israel eight years. 

 

Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

crown - toy, paper, plastic, crafted 

70 pieces of silver - play money, dimes, nickels, silver paper circles 

scoundrels - mask, handkerchief, ski mask, stocking hat, cape 

Mt. Gerizim - map, crafted model 

trees - models, cut-outs, branches, 4 different leaves for 

olives, figs, grapes, thorns 

ambush - ñrock,ò chair, table to hid behind, rubber mask, sword, play money 

attack - toy sword, helmet, shield, spear 

salt or sand 

kindling - bundle of sticks, pencils, tissue paper, or cellophane for fire 
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millstone - large rounded sone, foam stone, pillow form, clay 

toy horse, donkeys 

idol gods - statues, toy animals sprayed gold or gray, piñata, rock with painted face 

messenger - name tag, tennis shoes, map 

Å Puppets/Dolls - Gaal, Gideon, 7 judges, daughter 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 

Å Sandbox Map 

Å Storybook 

Å Video 

 

Songs: 

Å Encamped Along The Hills Of Light 

Å God Had A Reason To Make Me 

Å Hard Fighting Soldier 

Å Humble Yourselves 

Å I Have Decided To Follow Jesus 

Å I Thank God 

Å I Will Call Upon The Lord 

Å I'm In The Lord's Army 

Å I'm Yours Lord 

Å Into My Heart 

Å Responsibility Song 

Å Roll The Gospel Chariot 

Å Teach Me Lord To Wait 

Å The Steadfast Love Of The Lord 

Å The Very Best Life 

Å To Christ Be True 

Å Whatever I Shall Be When I Grow Up 

Å Without Him

 

Activities: 

Å File Folder Activities: ñJudgesò 

    ñIsraelò 

    ñBible Lands - Geographyò 

Å Have students do a report on the idol gods represented in today's lesson to further 

understand the evils associated with them during this period of history.  (1 per student) 

Å Tug Of War - Divide students into 2 teams with a rope.  Mark 1 foot lengths on the rope 

with marker or tape.  Ask a question, the 1st front man able to answer correctly advances 

on the rope 1 foot.  Then, the front opponents go to the back of the line and the next 2 

opponents take their positions.  Repeat the process until 1 team has an advantage at the end 

of a given time. 

Å Verse Search - Have students search the lesson text for specified persons, places or things 

of today's lesson.  This may be done individually or as teams. 

Å Hold-Up Cards - Divide hold-up cards among students.  (Hold-up cards are cards with 

names/pictures of Bible people, places, or things on them.)  As you read today's story, 

students should listen for their hold-up card to be called.  When called, they should briefly 

hold it up. 

Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. Why/how did God use Abimelech as a judge for His people? 

 2. Explain the parable of the trees.  How might this same parable be applicable today? 

 3. Who was Jotham?  Gaal? 

 4. What was significant about Abimelech's death? 
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 5. Why/how did God use Jephthah as a judge for His people? 

 6. What vow did he make to God?  What is a vow? 

 7. What vow(s) have you made to God?  Have you kept them? 

 8. What might be the consequences of making a vow to God and not keeping it? 

 9. Which Bible person studied today leaves you with the greatest impression?  Why? 

 10. Give contemporary examples of ill-gotten gain or a misuse of power. 

 

************************************************************  
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Old Testament 

Lesson 61: Samson: Godôs Mighty Man Of Strength 
Judges 13-16 

       

Memory Verses: Judges 13:5 For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no 

razor shall come on his head: for the child shall be a 

Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin 

to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines. 

 

 Judges 15:15 And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth 

his hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men 

therewith. 

 

 Proverbs 16:32 He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and 

he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city. 

 

 Ephesians 5:31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, 

and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall 

be one flesh. 

 

 Phillipians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth 

me. 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å the value of Christian companionships and a Christian marriage 

partner. 

 Å although God blessed Samson with outside physical strength, 

imagine what greater accomplishments he might have made if he had 

been morally strong on the inside. 

 

Outline: 

 I. A visit from an angel. Judges 13 

A. A child is promised. 

B. The angel appears to Manoah. 

C. Manoah's sacrifice. 

D. Samson is born. 

 

 II.  Samson wants a wife. Judges 14 

A. A Philistine girl. 

B. Samson kills a lion. 

C. Honey in the carcass. 

D. Samson asks a riddle. 

E. Samson kills 30 Philistines. 

 

 III.  Samson's supernatural strength. Judges 15 
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A. Samson is denied his wife. 

B. 300 foxes in the corn. 

C. Samson bound and delivered. 

D. Samson slays 1,000 Philistines. 

 

 IV. Samson and Delilah. Judges 16 

A. Samson carries away the city gates. 

B. Enticement by Delilah. 

C. Samson taken prisoner. 

D. Samson triumphs in death. 

 

Facts: 

 1. Once again, Israel sinned by worshipping idol gods, so again they were ruled by their enemies, 

the Philistines for forty years.  Israel cried again to God and an angel appeared to Manoah's 

wife.  Manoah was of the tribe of Dan and lived in the city of Zorah.  They had no children. 

 2. The angel told Manoah's wife she would have a son.  She was not to drink any wine, strong 

drink, or eat any food that was not clean (Numbers 6:2-21) for her son was to be a Nazarite, 

pure and dedicated to God from birth.  His hair was not to be cut.  God would use this child to 

begin the release of Israel from the Philistines.  (The Philistine threat continued until the time 

of David.) 

 3. She ran to tell her husband the good news.  Manoah prayed God would send his messenger 

back to give them more information concerning this promised child and how they should raise 

him.  God heard Manoah's prayer and sent the angel back.  The angel appeared to Manoah's 

wife as she sat in the fields.  She ran to get Manoah.  The angel repeated the instructions he had 

given Manoah's wife. 

 4. Manoah asked the angel to stay so he can show him proper hospitality.  The angel agreed to 

stay but he told Manoah he won't be eating and any sacrifice must be made to Jehovah.  

Manoah asked the man his name.  (Manoah does not yet realize he is an angel.)  The angel told 

Manoah his name was secret. 

 5. Manoah offered a kid goat as a burnt offering along with a meat offering to God.  As the 

smoke and flames of the sacrifice ascended heavenward, the angel ascended with it, erasing 

any doubt for Manoah, this visitor was from God.  Manoah thought they would die for having 

seen God.  (Exodus 33:20, Judges 6:22)  His wife points out the acceptance of their sacrifice by 

God and the promised miracle of a son had not yet been fulfilled.  The son was born to Manoah 

and his wife.  They named him Samson meaning ñsun.ò  He grew, becoming a leader endued 

with the Holy Spirit. 

 6. While in Timnath, on the border of Judah, Samson decided he wanted to marry a 

Philistine girl he had met.  Marriages were negotiated by parents.  (Genesis 12:21)  

Samson's parents were not happy about him marrying a Philistine, but Samson kept 

insisting this was the girl for him.  (God was using Samson's marriage proposal as a part 

of His plan to defeat the Philistines.) 

 7. As Samson returned to Timnath with his parents, Samson was attacked by a young lion.  

God gave Samson the strength to kill the lion with his bare hands.  He went on to 

Timnath and wedding plans were made. 

 8. As Samson returned to Timnath for the wedding, he saw the dried carcass of the lion he 

had killed.  In it was a bee hive with honey.  He took some in his hands and shared it with 
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his parents, but he did not tell them where he got it.  (The Nazarite code forbade contact 

with a carcass.) 

 9. Samson made a feast at his bride's home with thirty other men.  Samson gave his guests a 

riddle to solve.  Riddles served as a form of entertainment.  Samson limited the time for 

solving the riddle to the week of the wedding festivities.  He wagers thirty linen garments 

and thirty festive garments if they solve it.  If not, they must give him the garments.  The 

riddle was:  ñOut of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth 

sweetness.ò  (Referring to the lion's carcass with honey.) 

 10. For three days, the young Philistine men tried to figure out the riddle but could not.  On 

the fourth day, they go to Samson's bride and tell her she must get the answer for them or 

they will burn down her father's house with her in it.  She begged and cried to Samson 

until he finally told her on the seventh day.  Of course, she told the young men. 

 11. The spirit of God called Samson to go to Ashkelon.  (twenty-three miles from the 

Mediterranean coast)  Samson kills thirty men there and ñpaidò his wedding companions 

with garments taken from those thirty he killed, then returned home to his parents. 

 12. Samson then took a young goat as a present to his wife intending to consummate their 

marriage.  Her father told Samson he thought he hated his daughter, so he married her to 

Samson's companion.  He offered Samson his younger daughter instead. 

 13. In revenge, Samson caught 300 foxes.  He tied their tails together in pairs with a torch 

between them.  He lit the torches and let the foxes loose to run through the grain fields 

and olive groves of the Philistines destroying them.  The Philistines blamed Samson's 

wife and father-in-law and burned them to death.  To avenge their death, Samson killed 

more Philistines and then went to a cave near Etam of Judah, two miles southwest of 

Bethlehem. 

 14. The Philistines in turn raided Lehi of Judah in search of Samson.  Samson was from the 

tribe of Dan, so apparently the Judeans felt no obligation to protect him.  As tribute to his 

mighty strength, 3,000 Judeans went after Samson.  Samson agreed to let them bind him 

with new ropes if they would not harm him themselves. 

 15. As they returned to Lehi, the Philistines were elated to see Samson bound.  God again 

renewed Samson's strength.  Samson broke the ropes like thread.  He picked up a 

jawbone and killed 1,000 Philistines with it.  He spoke a song of triumph. 

 16. Samson was thirsty.  He asked God to quench his thirst and God caused water to spring 

forth from a hollow in the jaw.  Samson named this place Enhakkore, meaning ñthe 

spring of the caller.ò  Samson judged Israel for twenty years. 

 17. Samson's physical strength did not offset his moral weakness.  Samson, in time, went to 

the Philistine city of Gaza to be with a prostitute.  He was reported in the city so guards 

lay in wait to capture him at daybreak.  At midnight, Samson left Gaza, took the city 

gates with their posts and carried them to the top of a mountain near Hebron. 

 18. Samson fell in love again with another Philistine girl named Delilah.  The Philistine 

leaders approached Delilah promising her 1,100 pieces of silver from each of them if she 

would get Samson to divulge his source of strength.  Delilah begged Samson to tell her.  

Samson told her if he were bound with seven new bowstrings, he would be weak as other 

men.  She bound him with the bowstrings but Samson broke them as if they were thread.  

Again, she begged Samson to tell her the source of his strength.  Next, he told her if he 

were bound with new ropes he would be as other men.  So she bound him with new ropes 

and again he broke them like thread.  Delilah begged again for Samson to tell her what 
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made him so strong.  He told her if she were to weave his hair into her loom he would be 

weak.  She wove his hair in her loom as he slept.  As he was awakened he pulled the 

posts of the loom out of the ground, breaking it. 

 19. Delilah nagged Samson daily insisting that true love meant that there would be no secrets 

between them.  Finally, Samson explained the vow of a Nazarite to her.  He told her his 

hair had never been cut; if it were, his strength would be gone.  As Samson slept in her 

lap, she had his hair cut off.  The Philistines captured Samson, for his strength from God 

was gone.  They gouged his eyes out and bound him with brass chains to grind grain in 

the prison. 

 20. Slowly, his hair began to grow again.  The Philistines celebrated Samson's captivity.  

They ascribed their victory over him to their idol Dagon.  They had Samson brought to 

Dagon's temple that they might gloat and make fun of his humbled condition.  Samson 

asked the boy leading him to help him find the supporting pillars that he might rest 

against them.  The temple was filled with over 3,000 Philistines and their leaders. 

 21. Although Samson was not the model of piety, the humiliation experienced seemed to 

make him conscious of his God-given mission.  He asked God to give him strength one 

more time.  Exerting all his might, Samson pusheed the middle supporting pillars until 

they give way, bringing the temple roof crashing down.  More Philistines were killed that 

day than all those Samson had killed during his lifetime.  Losing his life as well that day, 

his relatives came for his body and buried him back home (Zorah) with his father, 

Manoah. 

 

Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

idol god - statue, clay face, stone w/ face, piñata 

grape juice (wine), grapes, raisins, bacon, sausage, hot dogs 

hair, scissors 

piece of meat, toy goat on altar - box, sugar cubes & clay, gravel & clay, blocks 

baby Samson - baby doll 

lion - stuffed, toy, crafted 

carcass - clay form, dried chicken back 

honeycomb, honey - let students taste 

feast - tablecloth, plates, cups, candle, food 

coat, garment, tunic - paper, cloth, pretend - possibly 1/student 

goat, fox - stuffed, toy, clay, picture 

torch - candle, flashlight in rolled paper, cellophane ñfireò 

jawbone - meat bone, clay form, papier maché, cardboard 

bowl of water, cups 

city gates - build simple miniature door frame with cardboard doors, clay, craft sticks, 

straws, dowel sticks, styrofoam 

pieces of silver - silver coins, paper circles, play money 

bowstrings - thin leather strips, twine, yarn 

ropes - heavy strings, braided fabric 

loom - potholder loom, any craft loom, grid 

craft hair, shears 

chains - paper, toy cuffs, old chain necklace 
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sunglasses  for blind Samson 

temple model - cardboard, blocks, box with pillars (tissue rolls), toy people 

Å Puppets/Dolls - angel, Manoah, wife, Samson, Philistines, Delilah, Philistine girl 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 

Å Sandbox Map 

Å Storybook 

Å Video 

 

Songs: 

Å A Helper I Will Be 

Å Dear Lord & Father Of Mankind 

Å God Gave Us These 

Å God Had A Reason To Make Me 

Å God Has A Purpose 

Å God Made Me 

Å Growing 

Å More Love To Thee 

Å My Helping Hands 

Å Samson's Strength 

Å Song Of Samson 

Å The Beehive 

Å The Lord Has Been Mindful Of Me 

Å The Steadfast Love Of The Lord 

Å The Very Best Life 

Å Without Him

 

Activities: 

Å File Folder Activities: ñSamsonò 

    ñJudgesò 

Å Make a time line of judges we've studied.  Have students illustrate each one or their favorite 

judge. 

Å I'm Thinking Of - Create a box or a bag students can put their hand inside without the other 

students seeing what they are touching.  Put ñdurableò visuals inside for them to touch and 

feel.  Have them describe the visual relating it to a scene in the lesson without telling 

exactly what it is.  Have other students try to guess what the visual is.  Make sure each 

student gets a turn. 

Å Riddles - Make up riddles (or have older students make up their own riddles) pertaining to 

people, places or events in today's lesson (or the book of Judges).  Let students figure them 

out.  This may be done orally or written.  This could also be done as a word association 

activity.  Example: strength=Samson, sweet=honey 

Å This Is Your Life - Have students put in sequence pictures or written facts as they happened 

in Samson's life. 

Å Who Made The Headlines?  Have students pretend they are news reporters.  Have them write or 

tell events from today's lesson as if they were reporting the latest news bulletin.  Use a toy 

microphone as they report their stories on location. 

Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. Why is it important to marry a Christian?  What problems would be overcome or 

avoided? 

 2. What moral strengths and weaknesses do you see in Samson?  What moral strengths and 

weaknesses do you see in yourself? 

 3. How might you become stronger morally? 
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 4. Why didn't Manoah and his wife not immediately recognize the visitor as an angel from 

God? 

 5. Why did God give Samson supernatural strength?  Does God do this today?  Why? 

 6. How did Samson make a gamble?  What's wrong with gambling?  Why?  Did any good 

come from it for Samson? 

 7. Name different forms of gambling and how they can be harmful. 

 8. What kinds of ñgirlfriendsò did Samson pick?  What kind of influence did they have on 

him?  Why was he not strong enough to have influence for good over them? 

 9. How might you be influenced by the friends you pick?  How does the phrase ñlove is 

blindò apply to Samson? 

 10. What did it take to make Samson conscious of his God-given mission?  What is your 

God-given mission? 

 

*************************************************************  
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Old Testament 

Lesson 62: Lawless Times 
Judges 17-21 

       

Memory Verses: Judges 17:6 In those days there was no king in Israel, but every 

man did that which was right in his own eyes. 

 

 Proverbs 14:12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but 

the end thereof are the ways of death. 

 

 Proverbs 15:3 The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the 

evil and the good. 

 

 Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 I Corinthians 6:9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 

kingdom of God?  Be not deceived: neither 

fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 

effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind. 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å sin in our lives brings sadness and heartache.  It hurts others we care 

about as well. 

 

Outline: 

 I. Micah Judges 17 

A. Money stolen and returned. 

B. Images created. 

C. Hiring a Levite. 

 

 II.  The Danites. Judges 18 

A. Five spies. 

B. They steal from Micah. 

C. Dan conquers Laish and sets up idols. 

 

 III.  The Levite and his concubine. Judges 19 

A. The Levite goes after his concubine. 

B. No lodging in Gibeah. 

C. The Gibeahites abuse his concubine. 

D. He divides her into 12 pieces. 

 

 IV. The Levite appeals to Israel. Judges 20 

A. The Levite's appeal. 

B. Israel appeals to the Benjamites. 
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C. Israel defeated. 

D. The Benjamites destroyed. 

 

 V. Preserving the tribe of Benjamin. Judges 21 

A. Israel's vow. 

B. The attack on Jabesh-gilead. 

C. Benjamites catch a wife. 

 

Facts: 

 1. Micah, a man from Ephraim, had stolen 1,100 pieces of silver from his mother.  Not 

realizing her son was the thief, she had put a curse on the one who had taken her money.  

Micah, probably feared the power of his mother's curse, so he confessed to taking the 

silver.  His mother decided the money should be used for religious purposes, possibly to 

avert the curse on her son, so she used it to have an idol (god) made. 

 2. She placed the idol in Micah's temple along with an ephod and teraphim Micah had made 

which also served as idols.  Micah appointed one of his sons as a priest.  Superstition, not 

faith in Jehovah prevailed. 

 3. A young Levite from Bethlehem, in Judah, comes to Ephraim looking for a place to live.  

Micah asked him to stay there and become his private family priest.  He offered the priest 

ten shekels of silver a year, a suit of clothing and room and board.  The young Levite 

agreed to his offer.  Micah thought this would bring him favor in God's sight. 

 4. The tribe of Dan's land was still occupied by the powerful Philistines.  They sent five 

spies to search for new territory to settle.  During their search, they stayed at Micah's 

home.  The spies recognize the Levite's voice.  They asked why he was there and would 

their mission be successful.  He gave an encouraging report. 

 5. The spies travelled on north to Laish (also Leshem).  The people there lived a wealthy, 

quiet, Phoenician lifestyle with no strong internal government.  They had no treaties as 

allies with neighboring tribes that would complicate an attack.  The spies returned home 

suggesting that Dan should possess Laish.  So, 600 warriors and their families travelled 

north as far as Kirjath-jearim and camped.  (Joshua 9:17) 

 6. As they travelled on through the hills of Ephraim, they came to Micah's house.  The five 

spies told of Micah's private shrine with idols and his own priest.  As they stopped to 

greet Micah and his household, the five spies slipped into the temple and stole the silver 

idol, the ephod, and the teraphim.  They persuaded the Levite to serve as a priest to their 

whole tribe rather than to one family.  He accompanied them. 

 7. Micah, with the aid of his neighbors chased after the Danites and challenged them for stealing 

his priest and idols.  The Danites threatened Micah and his neighbors with death if they tried to 

recover them.  Outnumbered, Micah went home empty handed. 

 8. The Danites went on to slaughter and burn the city of Laish.  They rebuilt the city for 

themselves and renamed it Dan.  They set up Micah's idols in a temple.   Jonathan may have 

been the name of the Levite.  (Judges 17:7)  Shiloh was the religious capital of Israel at the 

time, but the tribe of Dan maintained their idolatrous worship.  This continued after King 

Solomon's reign with Jeroboam.  (I Kings 12:29) 

 9. During this lawless time, when men did whatever they wanted, a Levite traveling through 

Ephraim took a concubine from Bethlehem-judah.  She deserted him and went back to her 
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father's house.  The Levite in turn went after her.  He was warmly welcomed by her father who 

entertained them for four days, reluctant to let them go. 

 10. On the fifth day, the father again tried to get them to stay, but in the afternoon the Levite 

insisted on leaving.  They travelled as far as Jerusalem (also called Jebus) before dark.  

Because it was a heathen city with no Israelites, the Levite refused to stay there.  He insisted on 

traveling on to Gibeah or Ramah to spend the night. 

 11. The sun was setting as they reached Gibeah (of the tribe of Benjamin).  Expecting lodging and 

hospitality from one of the townspeople, they waited in the public square, but no one offered.  

Finally an old man of Ephraim on his way home from working in the fields, offered the 

travelers a place to stay the night.  He fed them and their donkeys. 

 12. The men of Gibeah were like those of Sodom. (Genesis 19:8)  They came to the old man's 

house wanting sexual relations with the Levite.  The old man offered his own daughter and the 

Levite's concubine to the men as a means of protecting his guest.  The Levite sent out his 

concubine to save himself.  She was abused all night.  At dawn, they let her go. 

 13. She was found dead by the Levite at the door.  He took her home and divided her body into 

twelve pieces.  He sent the pieces to the various tribes of Israel.  The entire nation was roused 

to action against the men of Benjamin for this awful deed. 

 14. Israel prepared for war with 450,000 troops at Mizpeh, three miles from Gibeah.  The 

Benjamites defended those of Gibeah.  The Levite recounted the events that led to his 

concubine's death and he asked for their counsel.  They rallied to attack and punished those of 

Gibeah.  They sent word to the tribe of Benjamin for the offenders to be turned over to them.  

The tribe of Benjamin sent 26,000 warriors to join Gibeah's 700 men in defense.  The 

Benjamites were skillful archers and slingers.  (I Chronicles 12:2) 

 15. A tenth of Israel's army was a supply line for food.  Judah's tribe was chosen to lead the battle.  

Their first attack on Benjamin, Israel lost, with 22,000 casualties.  They asked God if they 

should battle Benjamin.  He told them ñyes.ò  They regrouped and attacked again.  Again, 

Israel lost the battle and 18,000 men.  Israel went to Bethel.  They wept, fast, and offered 

sacrifices to God.  They asked again if they should battle with Benjamin.  God, through 

Phinehas, the high priest, told Israel that tomorrow they would win. 

 16. Israel set up an ambush as Joshua had against Ai.  (Joshua 8:4-29)  They drew the 

Benjamites out of Gibeah while those lying in wait went in behind and torched the city.  

As the smoke rose, the retreating Israelites turned and fought.  Eighteen thousand 

Benjamites died leaving only a small remnant of 600 that fled and found refuge at the 

rock of Rimmon, four miles east of Bethel.  There, they stayed for four months. 

 17. Israel faced a new problem.  Almost the entire tribe of Benjamin had been destroyed and 

the other tribes had vowed not to allow their daughters to marry those remaining 

Benjamites.  Seeking some way of preserving this tribe from extinction, Israel checked to 

see if there were any who had not come to Mizpeh to do battle. 

 18. Jabesh-gilead had not responded to the fight.  Israel had previously vowed to kill any who 

did not come, so Israel sent 12,000 men to kill all the males and married women of 

Jabesh-gilead.  They brought back 400 virgin girls to Shiloh and in a peace delegation, 

delivered them as wives to the Benjamites.  There were not enough for all of them. 

 19. Eventually, they came up with an idea to get around their oath.  During an annual feast at 

Shiloh, the girls would dance in the fields.  They told the Benjamites without wives to 

hide in the vineyards until they saw the girls come out.  They were to rush out and take 

one to be their wife.  That way they would not have ñgivenò their daughters to marry the 
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Benjamites.  If any complaints arose among relatives of the girls, the Israelite leaders 

would intercede for the Benjamites. 

 20. Thus, the Benjamite men got their wives and rebuilt their cities.  Those of Israel who 

were gathered at Mizpeh went home.  Throughout the history of Judges, God's hand can 

be traced, but human failure boldly stands out where they did not follow God. 

 

Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

map of Israel - 12 tribes 

silver money - coins, paper circles, play money 

idol god - silver sprayed statue 

temple - stand or box for the statue 

spies - mask, spy glass, binoculars, trench coat, hat sunglasses 

treaty - rolled paper with a stamp or seal, ribbon 

warriors - sword, bow, helmet, spear, shield 

model of a house/city on ñfireò - construction, cellophane paper, sprayed cotton 

traveling - suitcase, knapsack, donkey 

vineyards - grapes, clusters 

Å Puppets/Dolls - Micah, mother, Levite, Danites, concubine, Gibeahites 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 

Å Sandbox Map 

Å Storybook 

Å Video 

 

Songs: 

Å Awesome Power 

Å Bind Us Together 

Å By The Grace Of God I Am 

Å Dear Lord & Father Of Mankind 

Å God Is Watching Over You 

Å Hear O Israel 

Å I'm In The Lord's Army 

Å May I Call You Father 

Å O Be Careful Little Eyes 

Å The Devil Wants Me To Sin 

Å The Steadfast Love Of The Lord 

Å This Little Christian Light 

Å Whatever Shall I Be When I Grow Up 

Å Yield Not To Temptation 

 

Activities: 

Å File Folder Activities: ñJudgesò 

     ñGeography - Bible Landsò 

Å Catch A Wife - Organize younger students in 2 lines or a circle.  Have students ñcatch a wifeò as 

in Duck, Duck Goose or Red Rover, Red Rover. 

Å Using today's text as well as other scriptures, help students understand the temptations of Satan 

are the same today as in Old Testament times.  Help them to realize spiritual/physical 

consequences of stealing, infidelity in marriage, homosexuality, not keeping a vow or promise 

idolatry, murder.  Have older students research the scriptures on such topics.  Younger students 

use an application story or activity. 

Å Diamond Art - Using a sheet of paper for each student, draw 3 large diamond shapes on each.  Have 

students draw 3 quick pictures to tell today's lesson with markers or crayons. 
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Å I Will, I Won't - The teacher or a student can be ñit.ò  ñItò points to a student, calling them by 

name and says ñperson's name, I willò or ñperson's name, I won't 1,2,3.ò  Before you get to 3, that 

person chosen must answer with a will/won't statement or they become ñit.ò  Example: I will 

pray/ I won't miss worship/ I will read God's word/ I won't say bad words.  Vary the order of ñI 

willsò and ñI won'ts.ò 

Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. How seriously did the Israelites take vows they made?  Give examples. 

 2. Did using the silver for ñreligiousò purposes or having a private priest bring godly favour?  

Why? 

 3. Give examples of this same principle being done today. 

 4. Why were the Danites crowded out of their territory?  What should they have done?  (What had 

God told them to do?) 

 5. Why were so many Israelites doing whatever seemed right to them at the moment, rather than 

following God's law?  Do we see this happening today?  Give examples. 

 6. Describe the character traits of the Levites in today's lesson.  How did they represent God? 

 7. How often do we reflect on how we represent God?  Describe your own character traits. 

 8. Why was it necessary to fight the entire tribe of Benjamin?  Why did Israel lose to them in their 

first two attacks? 

 9. What was important about preserving this tribe from extinction? 

 

**************************************************************  
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 1. Joshua 1:5, 6  ñI will be with thee: I will not _____ thee nor _____ thee.  Be strong and of 

good _____.ò 

 2. Joshua 2:1  ñAnd Joshua the son of _____ sent out of Shittim _____ men to spy secretly, 

saying, Go view the land, even _____.  And they went and came into an harlot's house 

named _____, and lodged there.ò 

 3. The harlot helped the spies escape (out the back door / by a ladder / by a red cord).  She 

urged them to hide (2 / 3 / 4) days in (the cellar / the mountains / the desert).  (Joshua 2) 

 4. Joshua 3:17  ñAnd the _____ that bare the _____ of the covenant of the Lord stood firm 

on _____ ground in the midst of Jordan and all the _____ passed over on _____ ground 

until all the people were passed clean over Jordan.ò 

 5. Israel used (12 / 24 / 36) stones to create a memorial to God at Jordan for giving them 

safe passage.  (Joshua 4) 

 6. Once entering the land of Canaan, Israel stopped receiving _____ from God for food.  

(Joshua 5) 

 7. Joshua 5:15  ñAnd the captain of the Lord's host said unto Joshua, loose thy _____ from 

off thy _____; for the place whereon thou standeth is _____.  And Joshua did so.ò 

 8. What military strategy did God give Joshua for conquering the walls of Jericho?  (Joshua 

6) 

 9. Who was saved in the battle of Jericho?  Who was cursed?  (Joshua 6) 

 10. Why did Israel lose their 1st battle with Ai?  What was the punishment?  (Joshua 7) 

 11. Which city did Joshua ambush?  (Lebanon / Ai / Gilgal)  (Joshua 8) 

 12. Which people tricked Israel to make a peace treaty with them by showing them their 

worn out shoes and old patched wine skins?  (Amorites / Gibeonites  / Canaanites)  (Joshua 

9) 

 13. How did God help Israel fight the 5 kings against Gibeon?  (Joshua 10) 

  a.  _________________________ 

  b.  _________________________ 

 14. Joshua 11:23  ñSo _____ took the whole land, according to all that the Lord said unto 

Moses; and Joshua gave it for an _____ unto Israel according to their divisions by their 

_____.  And the land rested from war.ò 

 15. In dividing the promised land, Caleb picked the city of (Hebron / Gezer / Shechem).  

(Joshua 15) 

 16. The tabernacle was set up at (Jerusalem / Shechem / Shiloh).  (Joshua 18) 

 17. The land was divided by _____.  The dividing was supervised by (Joshua / Eleazar / the 

tribal leaders / all of these).  (Joshua 13-22) 

 18. When the troops of the tribes east of Jordan were dismissed, they built an _____.  This 

was offensive to the other tribes.  They sent _____ to talk to them about it.  (Joshua 22) 
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 19. Dividing the land:  fill in the map showing which tribes settled where.  (Joshua 13-22) 

 
 

 20. Joshua 24:15b  ñAs for _____ and my _____ we will _____ the _____.ò 

 21. As Joshua bids farewell to Israel, he renews the _____ between them and God.  He also 

encourages them to always be _____ to God.  (Joshua 24) 
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Matching: 
 22. Judge Othniel (Jud.3) A. killed 600 Philistines with an ox goad 

 23. Judge Ehud (Jud.3) B. was from the tribe of Issachar; ruled Israel 23 years 

 24. Judge Shamgar (Jud.3) C. Caleb's (the spy's) nephew and son-in-law 

 25. Judge Deborah (Jud.4) D. kills fat King Eglon in his private chambers 

 26. Judge Gideon (Jud.6-8) E. was from Bethlehem with 30 sons, 30 daughters 

 27. Judge Tola (Jud.10) F. had 30 sons all named after him 

 28. Judge Jair (Jud.10) G. a woman judge who helped Barak in battle 

 29. Judge Jephthah(Jud.11) H. was from Ephraim; 40 sons 

 30. Judge Ibzan (Jud.12) I. issued a trumpet, clay pitcher, and a torch to his 300 soldiers for battle 

 31. Judge Elon (Jud.12) J. had to sacrifice his daughter because of his vow to God 

 32. Judge Abdon (Jud.12) K. God made physically strong through his hair 

 33. Judge Samson (Jud.13-16) L. was from Zebulun; judged Israel 10 years 

 34. Judge Samuel (I Sam. 7) M.  began to serve in God's tabernacle at a very early age 

 

 35. The book of Judges covers a (350, 1000) year period of Israel's history led by territorial judges.  

It most likely was written by (Joshua, Samuel). 

 36. The recurring theme in Judges seems to be: Israel forsaking God; God allowing them to be 

slaves to their enemies; their cry to God in repentance; and God providing a judge to deliver 

them.  (true, false) 

 37. In Barak of Israel's battle against Sisera of Hazor, (Deborah, Jael) killed Sisera with a (heavy 

rock, tent peg).  Gideon asked God for a sign by making the fleece ______ and the ground 

______ then vice versa.  God reduced the number of his troops by picking those that (cupped 

water in their hands to drink / knelt to drink from the stream).  (Judges 4-7) 

 38. Samson killed a (bear, lion) with his bare hands.  He ties the tails of 300 (foxes, skunks) 

together with torches and sets them on fire to run through the cornfields.  Samson is tricked by 

______ to reveal the source of his supernatural strength.  (Judges 14-16) 
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Answer Key 

 1. fail, forsake, courage 

 2. Nun, 2, Jericho, Rahab 

 3. by a red cord, the mountains 

 4. priests, ark, dry, Israelites, dry 

 5. 12 

 6. manna 

 7. shoe, foot, holy 

 8. The Israelites were to march around the city once a day for 6 days silently.  Seven priests 

bearing the ark and trumpets would march with them.  They would encompass the city 7 

times on the 7th day then blow their trumpets while the people shouted. 

 9. Rahab and her family, the rebuilder of Jericho 

 10. Achan had taken a robe, silver and gold.  Israel stoned Achan and his family and burned 

them with all their belongings. 

 11. Ai  

 12. Gibeonites 

 13. Hailstones, made the sun and moon stand still 

 14. Joshua, inheritance, tribes 

 15. Hebron 

 16. Shiloh 

 17. lots, all of these 

 18. altar, Phinehas 

 19. 1 - Asher, 2 - Naphtali, 3 - Manasseh, 4 - Zebulun, 5 - Issachar, 6 - Manasseh, 7 - Gad, 8 

- Reuben, 9 - Ephraim, 10 - Dan, 11 - Judah, 12 - Simeon 

 20. me, house, serve, Lord 

 21. covenant (pledge), faithful 

 

Matching: 

 22. C 

 23. D 

 24. A 

 25. G 

 26. I 

 27. B 

 28. F 

 29. J 

 30. E 

 31. L 

 32. H 

 33. K 

 34. M 

 

 35. 350, Samuel 

 36. True 

 37. Jael, tent peg, wet, dry, cupped water in their hands to drink 

 38. lion, foxes, Delilah 

 

***************************************************************  
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Memory Verses: Ruth 1:16 And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to 

return from following after thee: for whither thou 

goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: 

thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: 

 

 Acts 10:34, 35 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I 

perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 

 

But in every nation he that feareth Him, and worketh 

righteousness, is accepted with Him. 

 

 Philippians 4:11, 12 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, 

in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 

 

 I John 3:18 My little children, let us not love in word, neither in 

tongue; but in deed and in truth. 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å Ruth showed kindness and loyalty to Naomi when she was all alone; 

as a result, God blessed her.  He will bless us when we show 

kindness and loyalty as well. 

 Å God commands us to be faithful marriage partners and seek the best 

for one another. 

 Å we see in the story of Ruth the theme of redemption and the 

providence of God guiding common people in common settings.  No 

event in the life of God's people is insignificant because of His 

constant involvement. 

 

Outline: 

 I. Ruth's love and loyalty for Naomi. Ruth 1 

A. Elimelech and Naomi go to Moab. 

B. Elimelech and sons die. 

C. Opportunity for Ruth to leave Naomi. 

D. Ruth's choice to support and return with Naomi. 

 

 II.  Ruth cares for Naomi. Ruth 2 

A. Ruth gleans the fields of Boaz. 

B. Boaz shows favoritism to Ruth. 

 

 III.  Ruth's love is rewarded. Ruth 3 

A. Ruth obeys Naomi. 
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B. Ruth lies at Boaz' feet. 

 

 IV. Wedding bells for Ruth. Ruth 4 

A. Boaz redeems Ruth. 

B. Boaz marries Ruth. 

C. A son named Obed. 

D. Ancestors to David/Christ. 

 

Facts: 

 1. The book of Ruth was written about a Moabite woman who rejected her pagan heritage to 

cling to the God of Israel.  It is a story of unselfish love, devotion, redemption and ideal 

family life.  God rewarded her with a husband, son and the ancestral line to King David 

and the Messiah.  Ruth is a refreshing contrast to the immoral rebellion, idolatry, and 

foreign oppression during this period.  (Judges 21:25)  Ruth lived during the latter period 

of Judges  (1100 B.C.)  and covers a span of about twelve years.  Written probably during 

the reign of David, it's author is unknown. 

 2. Rainfall in Palestine was never plentiful.  Famine had driven Elimelech and his family 

from Judah to Moab, east of the Dead Sea.  (The Moabites were descendants of Moab, 

son of Lot.  Genesis 19:36, 37, Numbers 22:1-8)  During their ten year stay in Moab, 

Elimelech died.  His two sons, Mahlon (meaning sickly) and Chilion (meaning wasting) 

married Moabite women.  Mahlon and Chilion also died, leaving their mother Naomi and 

their wives, Ruth and Orpah all widows. 

 3. Naomi learned the famine was over in Bethlehem-judah.  Having family ties there, she 

decided to return home.  She encouraged Ruth and Orpah to return to their parents' home.  

She knew they would want to remarry and did not think it wise to take them from their 

native land.  Naomi prayed God would bless them.  Yet, both girls wanted to go with 

Naomi.  Jewish law dictated the next brother or kinsman marry the childless widow.  But 

Naomi had no other sons to marry Ruth and Orpah.  (Deuteronomy 25:5-10) 

 4. Naomi commended her daughters-in-law for their love and loyalty, but again encouraged 

them to return home.  They cried together; Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-bye, but 

Ruth insisted on staying with Naomi.  Returning with Naomi to Judah would mean 

cultural as well as religious changes for Ruth, yet she renounced everything to care for 

Naomi.  (In Moab, Ruth was expected to worship Chemosh.  Numbers 21:29) 

 5. In biblical times, all property rights went to male relatives when a man died, not his widow.  

Therefore, a widow was left to depend on the helpfulness of others.  If they chose not to be 

kind, she lived in extreme poverty and was often one of whom advantage was taken. 

 6. Their return to Bethlehem caused quite a stir.  Naomi and Elimelech had left a happy family.  

Naomi's appearance was testimony to the hardship and sorrow she had suffered.  Naomi 

means ñpleasantò;  Mara means ñbitter.ò  Their experiences in Moab had brought such grief, 

she thought she should not wear the name ñNaomi.ò  (Philippians 4:11, 12)  Naomi saw 

God's hand in her tragedy as well as her return home.  She was thankful to be home.  It was 

the beginning of harvest, a good time to return. 

 7. Mosaical law also entitled the poor to gather grain the reapers left behind.  (Leviticus 19:9, 

Deuteronomy 24:19)  Ruth went to a field to gather grain.  The field she went to belonged 

Boaz, a wealthy landowner with many fine qualities.  (Boaz was the son of Rahab.  Joshua 2)  

He noticed Ruth and asked about her.  His foreman told Boaz she was the foreigner from 
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Moab that had returned with Naomi.  Moabites were considered heathens and often despised 

by Israelites.  He assured Boaz she asked permission and had worked diligently all day 

except for a short break in the hut erected in the field for rest and refreshment. 

 8. Boaz went over to speak to her.  He suggested she glean only from his field and follow his 

women workers who bind the sheaves.  He told his workers to keep Ruth from harm, and he 

told her she was welcome to drink the water provided for his workers.  Ruth was touched by 

his kindness.  She asked why he was so nice to her.  Boaz told Ruth he was aware of the 

sacrifices she had made to care for Naomi and he respected her loyalty.  He prayed God 

would bless her for it.  She thanked him. 

 9. At lunchtime, Boaz invited Ruth to eat with him and his reapers.  He made a point to see that 

she had plenty.  When they went back to work, Boaz secretly told his reapers to leave barley 

behind on purpose for Ruth to pick up.  By evening, when Ruth had separated the grain from 

the chaff, she had a good supply to take home to Naomi. 

 10. It was enough to feed them for about five days.  Naomi asked Ruth where she had worked.  

Ruth told her all about Boaz.  Naomi encouraged Ruth to accept his generosity and return to 

his fields throughout the harvest season.  This she did. 

 11. In time, Naomi decided to arrange a marriage for Ruth so she would not remain a poor 

gleaner all her life.  Keeping in mind Mosaical law and Boaz' kindnesses shown toward Ruth, 

Naomi decided Boaz would be the perfect husband for Ruth. 

 12. Naomi planned a way Ruth might meet Boaz alone.  She knew Boaz would spend the night at 

the threshing floor winnowing and guarding against thieves.  (Winnowing - the grain was 

thrown into the air so that the breeze might carry away the chaff.)  She told Ruth to bathe, put 

on perfume and nice clothes, and go down to the threshing floor unnoticed.  After Boaz had 

eaten supper and lied down to sleep, go lift the cover and lie at his feet.  The custom of a man 

placing a corner of his garment over a maiden as a token of marriage is an Arab practice. 

 13. Ruth did as she was told.  At midnight, Boaz awakened, realizing someone was there.  

Ruth told Boaz it was her and asked him to make her his wife, for he was her closest 

relative.   Boaz realized Ruth would naturally be drawn to younger men, but even now 

she sought to provide Naomi with an heir.  He told Ruth he was a nephew to Elimelech 

and Elimelech had a brother still living who was a closer relative.  If the brother did not 

want to be the kinsman redeemer, Boaz would gladly assume it, but he must first go to 

him and ask. 

 14. Boaz sent Ruth back to Naomi before day break, lest someone misunderstand her being 

there.  He sent 1 1/2 bushels of barley in Ruth's shawl as a present to Naomi in recognition 

of her hand in Ruth's coming. 

 15. Elimelech and Naomi, being of the tribe of Judah had rights to ancestral property.  When 

Naomi's husband and sons died, she could not regain that property except for two laws.  

ñRedemption of the landò obligated the next of kin to buy back property sold due to 

foreclosure or poverty, to keep it in the family.  (Leviticus 25:25-28)  ñLeviratic 

marriageò required the nearest relative of a man to marry his widow.  (Deuteronomy 

25:5-10)  Any child wore the name and claimed the inheritance of the former husband.  

Boaz accepted both of these obligations in this case as the kinsman-redeemer. 

 16. That day, Boaz went to the marketplace to meet with Elimelech's brother.  He included 

ten elders of the village as witnesses.  It was the concern of the community that a family 

be preserved from extinction, thus Naomi and Ruth were of public concern.  Boaz 

informed his uncle of his right of redemption.  Boaz also told him if he could not redeem 
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it, Boaz would like to.  The uncle refused his right, for to hold the land in trust for a son 

by Ruth, would involve loss of inheritance. 

 17. The transfer was witnessed.  A symbolic act of his uncle taking off his shoe and giving it 

to Boaz renounced his legal rights to walk on the land to possess it.  A blessing was 

bestowed for many children. 

 18. Boaz and Ruth were married.  They were blessed with a son named Obed.  Naomi lived 

with them and cared for Obed.  She found great joy and happiness in Obed.  It was also a 

consolation to her for the loss of her own sons. 

 19. Obed became the father of Jesse, grandfather of Kind David, through whom would also 

come Jesus Christ, the Redeemer.  

 

Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

map - Moab, Bethlehem 

death - ñcoffinò boxes, flowers, handkerchief 

suitcase, knapsack 

grain/barley - tall grasses, oatmeal, cornmeal 

binding for sheaves - string rope, twine 

water and dipper 

lunch - quarter sandwiches, juice or water 

basket of ñgrain,ò lunch leftovers 

bathe - bar of soap and washcloth, cologne, pretty dress 

cover - robe, blanket, sheet 

darken room, flashlight 

shawl, tablecloth, fabric remnant 

sandal - seal of transfer 

marriage - veil, bouquet, wedding decorations, toy ring, dress up clothes 

Å Puppets/Dolls - Ruth, Naomi, Boaz, Obed (baby) 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 

Å Sandbox village 

Å Storybook 

Å Video 

 

Songs: 

Å As The Deer 

Å Blest Be The Tie That Binds 

Å Glorify Thy Name 

Å God Is Watching Over You 

Å I've Been Redeemed 

Å Into My Heart 

Å Jesus Is Lord Of Us All 

Å Jesus Love Me 

Å Kindness 

Å Lean On Me 

Å Lord I Lift Your Name On High 

Å My Helping Hands 

Å Oh God, You Are My God 

Å On Bended Knee 

Å Redeemed 

Å Ruth (2) 

Å Ruth And Naomi 

Å Seek Ye First 

Å This Little Christian Light 

Å We Bow Down 
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Ruth 1-4 

 

Activities: 

Å  Make a collage picture from magazines/newspapers/old books showing people doing 

things that show: love, faithfulness, or being helpful to others. 

Å Discuss the value of our elderly:  wisdom, patience, guidance, etc. 

Å Showing Love To The Lonely - Ask students to think of ways to show love to someone 

who is lonely.  Have them think about times when someone might be lonely.  Have them 

choose someone they can show love to.  Uses one of their suggestions or suggest a way 

they can show love.  Example:  Make a simple gift and take it to them.  Write a note 

expressing love and send it.  Have students call or go visit this person.  This activity may 

be done as a group or individually. 

Å Barley Soup - Warm a can of beef and barley soup.  Use crackers, styrofoam cups and 

plastic spoons.  Talk about Ruth picking barley and how she showed kindness to Naomi.  

Touch on: taking turns, love, please and thank you, helping others, sharing, families, 

devotion, etc. 

Å This Is Your Life - Have students put in sequence, facts or pictures of Ruth's life story. 

Å Heart To Heart - Make heart patterns.  Cut in half.  On one half put husbands of the Bible.  

On the other half put their wives' names.  Have students match the Bible couples.  Did 

they have a good marriage or a bad marriage.  Why? 

Å Great opportunity to discuss ñmarriageò material with age appropriate students. 

Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. Why did Naomi discourage Ruth and Orpah from going to Judah with her?  Why was 

Ruth so determined to go with her anyway? 

 2. How might Ruth have felt when she first arrived in Bethlehem?  How do you think she 

was treated? 

 3. What kind of impression did Ruth leave on others?  What kind of impression do you 

leave on others? 

 4. Why was Boaz so nice to Ruth? 

 5. What caused Naomi to become a match maker?  Why did she pick Boaz for Ruth? 

 6. Explain the Mosaical ñredemption of the landò law.  Explain the Mosaical ñLeviratic 

marriageò law.  (Leviticus 25:25-28,  Deuteronomy 25:5-10) 

 7. Why did Elimelech's brother renounce his right of redemption and his right to Ruth?  

How did Boaz feel about his uncle's decision? 

 8. What happened to Naomi after Ruth and Boaz married? 

 9. How are Boaz and Ruth related to Christ?  Who else were they related to? 

 10. What is real love? 

 

********* *******************************************************  
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Old Testament 

Lesson 65: Hannahôs Prayer 
I Samuel 1-2:11 

       

Memory Verses: I Samuel 1:11 And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of hosts, if 

thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine 

handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine 

handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man 

child, then I will give him unto the Lord all the days 

of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his 

head. 

 

 I Samuel 1:27, 28 For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me 

my petition which I asked of Him: 

 

Therefore also I have lent him to the Lord; as long as 

he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord.  And he 

worshipped the Lord there. 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å we can begin to serve God while we are still young and be faithful to 

God all our lives. 

 Å God always listens and answers our prayers. 

 

Outline: 

 I. Samuel is born. I Samuel 1 

A. Elkanah and his wives. 

B. Hannah's prayer. 

C. Samuel is born. 

D. Presented for service to God. 

 

 II.  Hannah's prayer of praise. I Samuel 2:1-11 

 

Facts: 

 1. The books of Samuel and Kings are one continuous record.  I Samuel's author is 

uncertain.  It is thought Samuel wrote chapters 1-24.  Then it was completed by Nathan 

and Gad or possibly Abiathar (all priests).  I Samuel covers about ninety-four years 

(1105-1011 B.C.).  Its key figures are Samuel, Saul, and David. 

 2. The book of I Samuel includes events studied in the period of Judges.  It describes Israel's 

growing desire for a king ñlike other nations.ò  Samuel was critical in this new phase of 

government from judgeship to kings.  As both a judge and a prophet, Samuel had the 

tremendous task of rebuilding social and religious unity.  From this time on, prophets 

sustained the spiritual life of Israel.  God communicated through these prophets to Israel's 

ruler and the people.  Old Testament prophets also served as the historians of their times.  
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The book of Samuel clearly reveals that the success or failure of its kings was determined 

by their obedience to God. 

 3. Elkanah was a man from the tribe of Ephraim who lived in the city of Ramathaim-

zophim.  (Ramathaim-zophim means ñtwin heights.ò  It is the dual form of Ramah 

meaning ñhigh,ò later known as Arimathea.)  Elkanah was a Levite and had two wives, 

Hannah and Peninnah.  Peninnah had children but Hannah did not.  (Deuteronomy 21:15-

17) 

 4. Each year Elkanah and his family travelled to Shiloh to worship God and offer sacrifices.  

The priests at that time were Eli and his two sons, Hophni and Phinehas.  Elkanah 

brought a thank offering to God.  (Leviticus 7:11-18)  As they partook of this offering, he 

gave a portion to Peninnah and her children and an extra portion to Hannah, for he loved 

her the most. 

 5. Having no children was a painful disappointment to Hannah.  Peninnah made fun of 

Hannah for being barren as they went to Shiloh to the point Hannah would cry and could 

not eat.  Elkanah would try to make her feel better.  He would ask Hannah wasn't he and 

his love as good as having ten sons? 

 6. After supper one evening, Hannah went to the tabernacle to pray.  Eli was sitting at the 

entrance.  In deep anguish and tears, she vowed to God that if He would give her a son, 

she would give him back to God in dedicated lifetime service as a Nazarite.  (Her vow is 

twofold: lifelong Levitical service until age fifty and as a Nazarite.  (Numbers 6:2)  

Samson, Samuel, and John the Baptist were all dedicated as Nazarites from birth.) 

 7. Eli watched Hannah as she prayed silently.  Silent prayer was not characteristic of early 

Hebrew prayer, so Eli thought Hannah was drunk.  He accused her but she quickly 

assured Eli she was not such a base woman.  She told Eli she had come to pour out her 

heart to God.  Eli encouraged Hannah and hoped that God granted her request.  She went 

back to her family and ate. 

 8. They all worshipped God early the next morning then returned to Raman.  In due time, 

Hannah and Elkanah had a baby boy named ñSamuelò meaning ñasked of God.ò 

 9. The next year as Elkanah's family goes to Shiloh, Hannah and Samuel stayed at home.  

Hannah told her husband when Samuel was weaned she would take him to the tabernacle 

to serve. 

 10. Even though Samuel was still very young, Hannah fulfilled her vow to God.  She took to 

Shiloh three bulls to offer: one for the vow of the child, one for a burnt offering and one 

for a thank offering, along with an ephah (~ one bushel) of flour and a bottle of wine. 

 11. As she took Samuel to Eli, she reminded Eli of her praying in the tabernacle for a child.  

She placed Samuel in Eli's care to serve God for the rest of his life. 

 12. Hannah prayed a prayer of thanksgiving to God for her son.  She rejoiced and praised 

God for His strength and refuge.  She praised His fair judgment.  She recognized all 

matters of life and death are in God's hands.  He is pre-eminent over all. 

 

Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

map - Ephraim, Raman, Shiloh 

meat offering - any type meat, preferably beef, pretend or real 

Peninnah's children - paper dolls 

Hannah's tears - handkerchief, tissues 
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tabernacle model 

offering - bulls - toy cows, flour, grape juice, Kool Aid 

Å Puppets/Dolls - Elkanah, Hannah, Peninnah, Eli, Samuel 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 

Å Sandbox Map 

Å Storybook 

Å Video 

 

Songs: 

Å As The Deer 

Å Ere You Left Your Room This Morning 

Å Glorify Thy Name 

Å God Is So Good 

Å God Will Answer Every Prayer 

Å Humble Yourself 

Å I'm Happy Today 

Å If You're Happy & You Know It 

Å It Isn't Any Trouble 

Å Jesus Loves The Little Children 

Å On Bended Knee 

Å Rejoice In The Lord Always 

Å Samuel Pleased The Lord 

Å Samuel's Mother 

Å Take My Life And Let It Be 

Å The Lord Has Been Mindful Of Me 

Å The Steadfast Love Of The Lord 

Å Tiptoe Tiptoe 

Å Unto Thee O Lord 

Å We Bow Down 

Å Whatever I Shall Be 

Å Whisper A Prayer 

 

Activities: 

Å Use application stories/activities on: prayer, helping others 

Å I Spent The Day With ... - Imagine what it must have been like in Bible times.  Have 

students choose a Bible person or delegate one to each student.  Have them describe 3 

things that happened on a day with their Bible person.  This can be an oral or written 

activity. 

Å Prayer Chain - Cut strips of colored paper.  Ask students to write on the strips their prayer 

requests or thanksgiving to God.  If time allows have them illustrate.  Offer their prayer 

requests and thanksgiving to God then staple or glue the strips together and display in the 

classroom. 

Å Who's My Mother - Make a list of Bible people of whom you know their mother's name.  

Give students the Bible person's name and have them give the mother's name.  This may be 

done oral or written. 

Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. When are we old enough to serve God? 

 2. Why did Elkanah have two wives? 

 3. How did Peninnah treat Hannah?  Have you ever treated someone this way?  

 4. How did it make Hannah feel?  How would it make you feel? 

 5. Did God listen to Hannah's prayer?  Does God listen to your prayers? 

 6. How often do you pray?  What are some things we can pray to God about? 

 7. What is a vow?  What vow did Hannah make?  What is important about a vow? 
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 8. How might Hannah have felt leaving her young son with Eli?  How might Samuel have 

felt? 

 9. How are you serving God?  What other ways could you be serving God?  What new way 

will you serve Him this week? 

 

*****************************************************************  
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Old Testament 

Lesson 66: God Calls Samuel 
I Samuel 2:12-3 

       

Memory Verses: I Samuel 2:30b but now the Lord saith, Be it far from Me; for them 

that honour Me I will honour, and they that despise 

Me shall be lightly esteemed. 

 

 I Samuel 3:10 And the Lord came, and stood, and called as at other 

times, Samuel, Samuel.  Then Samuel answered, 

Speak; for Thy servant heareth. 

 

 I Samuel 3:19 And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and 

did let none of his words fall to the ground. 

 

 I Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, 

unmovable, always abounding in the work of the 

Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in 

vain in the Lord. 

 

 I Timothy 4:12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example 

of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, 

in spirit, in faith, in purity. 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å even while we are young, we can serve God. 

 Å we are known to God and others by our actions, whether they be 

good or bad.  God will reward or punish us as a result of those 

actions. 

 Å God wants parents to discipline their children and teach them respect 

for God. 

 

Outline: 

 I. The need for a new leader. I Samuel 2 

A. Eli's sons sin. 

B. A coat for Samuel. 

C. Eli scolds his sons. 

D. A prophecy against Eli's family. 

 

 II.  God calls Samuel. I Samuel 3 

A. A voice in the dark. 

B. God speaks to Samuel. 

C. Samuel becomes God's prophet. 
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Facts: 

 1. Eli's sons had not grown to love the Lord.  Their sin was abhorrent in God's eyes.  As 

acting priests of the tabernacle, Hophni and Phinehas would not settle for their allotted 

portion of a sacrifice, but take all the fleshhook (a large three-pronged fork) would hold.  

They also took their portion before the fat and blood were sacrificed to God.  Apparently, 

these priests did not accept invitations to every family's meal, but wanted choice cuts of 

meat sent to their homes.  To make sure they got this, they had their servants get these 

prize cuts of meat before the offerings were made to God. 

 2. If an Israelite argued with the servant, that it be offered to God first, the servant would 

take the meat by force.  God was angry to be treated with such contempt and disregard. 

 3. Samuel, though a young boy, served as a helper in the tabernacle.  Every year, when his 

mother and father would come from Ephraim to worship and sacrifice, Hannah would 

bring Samuel a new coat (robe) that she had made for him. 

 4. Eli had grown very old, but he was aware of his sons' seducing young women who 

assisted at the tabernacle (quite possibly they had introduced cultic prostitution of the 

Canaanites).  Eli confronted his sons about their evil deeds.  Eli warned them of the great 

punishment and vengeance God would render them but they ignored their father.  Thus, 

God planned to kill them. 

 5. In time, God sent a representative from heaven to Eli.  He asked Eli if God hadn't shown 

His powers to Israel in Egypt, if God  hadn't chosen His ancestors to be honored as His 

priests, and if God  had not provided amply for the priests through Israel's offerings.  

Then He asked Eli why he and his sons had been so greedy as to consume all the other 

offerings brought to God as well.  He also asked Eli why he honored his sons more than 

God by letting them get away with such blatant, bad behavior.  They had taken advantage 

and become fat at God's and Israel's expense. 

 6. God declared He would honor only those who honor Him and despise those who despised 

Him.  He would cut Eli's family out of priestly service.  They would die a violent death 

while still young.  Hophni and Phinehas would die the same day.  Eli's family would now 

live in poverty and sadness. God would raise up a priest from another family who would 

be faithful and obedient to Him.  Eli's family would bow to this priest and beg for food 

and work. 

 7. Samuel, still a young boy, continued to grow and help Eli in the tabernacle.  Eli was 

almost blind.  As Eli and Samuel were sleeping, God called Samuel's name.  He jumped 

up, thinking Eli was calling him and went to Eli.  Eli told Samuel he did not call for 

himand sent him back to bed. 

 8. Samuel returned to bed and God called Samuel again.  Samuel rose and went back to Eli 

to see what he needed.  Eli again told Samuel he did not call and sent him back to bed.  

As Samuel settled in bed, God called him a third time.  Still not realizing it was God, he 

went to Eli.  Eli told Samuel to go back to bed and if he heard his name called again, say, 

ñSpeak, Lord; for Thy servant heareth.ò 

 9. God called Samuel a fourth time.  Samuel replied as Eli told him to.  God told Samuel He 

was about to carry out the promise He had made to Eli, to destroy his family,  because Eli 

had indulged his sons and allowed them to act disgracefully without restraining 

(disciplining) them.  No amount of sacrifices could change His decision. 
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 10. Samuel laid still until morning when Eli called for him.  Eli asked Samuel to tell him all 

of God's message and not to leave anything out.  Samuel was afraid to tell Eli God's 

message, but he did.  Eli knew God's justice would be done and accepted his fate. 

 11. Samuel continued to grow and heed his instruction.  All of Israel knew he would be their 

prophet from God.  As time went on, God spoke more often to Samuel in the tabernacle 

at Shiloh, and Samuel passed God's messages on to the people of Israel. 

 

Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

meat hook - 3-pronged fork 

meat 

small linen ephod - robe, tunic 

angel 

violent death of Eli's family - sword 

blanket, sheet, pillow 

doors of the temple - model, box, Legos, ñcurtainò 

Å Puppets/Dolls - Hophni, Phinehas, Eli, Samuel, Hannah 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 

Å Sandbox Map 

Å Storybook 

Å Video 

 

Songs: 

Å A Helper I Will Be 

Å Be Thou My Vision 

Å Glorify Thy Name 

Å God Is Calling You 

Å God Keeps His Promises 

Å I Need You Lord 

Å I Will Listen To God's Word 

Å Lord Speak To Me 

Å O God You Are My God 

Å Purer In Heart O God 

Å Samuel Answered 

Å Samuel Listened 

Å Samuel Pleased The Lord 

Å Samuel's Mother 

Å Samuel, Samuel 

Å Seek Ye First 

Å Study Your Bible Every Day 

Å Tiptoe Tiptoe In God's House 

Å We Will Glorify 

Å When I Grow Up 

 

Activities: 

Å Application story/activity on being a helper 

  love and respect for God 

  communication with God - prayer, His word 

Å Service Project - Brainstorm ways your students can serve God and help others.  Help them 

plan to carry out at least one of these. 

Å Character Clues - Put clues about different Bible people from today's lesson (or previous 

lessons) in a container.  Have students draw a clue and try to identify the Bible person.  If 

they are incorrect, put that clue back in the container and go to the next student.  At the end 

of the activity, total the number of clues they each got correct. 
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Å Beehive Fun - Encourage students to think of how they should act as ñbeelieversò in Christ.  

Give each student a drawing of a beehive.  At the bottom, write, ñBee Kind.ò  Have them 

write as many ñbeesò as they can think of that would please God.  After 3-4 minutes, let 

them read their lists. 

Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. Who did not love God?  What did they do to show they did not love God? 

 2. What things do you notice today that shows someone does not love or respect God?  

What should they do?  What should you do? 

 3. How did Hannah show her love for Samuel?  How did God show His love for Hannah? 

 4. What sins had Eli's sons committed?  Why did they ignore their father? 

 5. Do you ever ignore your parents?  How does that make God feel? 

 6. Many times, God gives us opportunity to serve Him and we ignore them.  Can you think 

of opportunities when you could have served God, but chose not to? 

 7. What are some things (attitudes) that prevent us from serving God? 

 8. When Samuel was a boy, what was he doing to help God and Eli?  What can you do for 

God? 

 9. Why did God speak to Samuel instead of Eli?  How does God speak to us? 

 10. What kind of reputation did Samuel have with God and the people of Israel?  What kind 

of reputation do you have with God and the people that see you every day? 

 

******************************************************************  
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Old Testament 

Lesson 67: God Gives Israel A King 
I Samuel 4-10 

       

Memory Verses: I Samuel 4:22 And she said, The glory is departed from Israel: for 

the ark of God is taken. 

 

 I Samuel 7:3 And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, 

If ye do return unto the Lord with all your hearts, then 

put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among 

you, and prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve 

Him only: and He will deliver you out of the hand of 

the Philistines. 

 

 I Samuel 10:24 And Samuel said to all the people, See ye him whom 

the Lord hath chosen, that there is none like him 

among all the people?  And all the people shouted, 

and said, God save the king. 

 

 Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he 

is old, he will not depart from it. 

 

 Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 

may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 

perfect, will of God. 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å trying to be like ñeverybody elseò leads to trouble.  It is the wrong 

reason for anything we may do. 

 Å parents must train their children to love and obey God. 

 Å God has a master plan we don't always see at first. 

 

Outline: 

 I. The Philistines take God's ark. I Samuel 4 

A. Israel defeated by Philistines. 

B. The ark is captured. 

C. Eli and his sons die. 

D. Ichabod is born. 

 

 II.  Plagues of the Philistines. I Samuel 5 

A. God's ark is put in Dagon's temple. 

B. Dagon falls and breaks. 

C. Philistines are plagued. 
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 III.  The ark is returned. I Samuel 6 

A. The Philistine counsel. 

B. The ark returns. 

C. 50,070 die for looking in the ark. 

 

 IV. Samuel becomes judge. I Samuel 7 

A. Israel repents at Mizpeh. 

B. Samuel becomes judge. 

C. God speaks and the Philistines are defeated. 

 

 V. Israel demands a king. I Samuel 8 

A. Samuel's sons are corrupt. 

B. Samuel goes to God for guidance. 

C. Samuel warns Israel of a king. 

 

 VI.  Saul chosen for Israel's king. I Samuel 9 

A. Saul looks for his father's donkeys. 

B. Saul goes to Samuel. 

C. Saul honored at the feast. 

 

 VII.  Saul proclaimed king. I Samuel 10 

A. Saul is anointed and given 3 signs. 

B. Saul prophesies. 

C. Saul appointed king before Israel. 

 

Facts: 

 1. Israel went to battle with the Philistines to drive them out of the Palestine region, but was 

defeated, losing 4,000 men.  Their survivors returned to camp near Ebenezer to discuss 

why God allowed them to lose.  The elders reasoned since the ark of the covenant 

symbolized God's presence and power, they should go to Shiloh and carry the ark into 

battle with them, then they would win.  (They did not distinguish between the symbolism 

and the actual presence of God.)  Hophni and Phinehas carry the ark. 

 2. At the sight of the ark, Israel's troops shouted for joy.  (Numbers 10:35)  The Philistines 

panicked as they were familiar with Jehovah's power.  Nonetheless, they prepared for 

their most desperate fight and defeated Israel again.  This time, they killed 30,000 men, 

captured the ark, and killed both of Eli's sons. 

 3. Eli (now ninety-eight years old, blind, and fat) was waiting by the city gates for news of 

the battle.  When told about the massacre, the death of his sons, and then the capture of 

the ark, he fell backwards, broke his neck and died.  Eli judged Israel fortyyears.  When 

Phinehas' wife, who was pregnant, heard of the deaths of her husband and Eli, she went 

into labor.  A boy was born.  She named him Ichabod, meaning, ñWhere is God?ò  Then 

she died. 

 4. Meanwhile, the Philistines took the ark of God from Ebenezer, also known as the plain of 

Sharon, to Ashdod, thirty-three miles west of Jerusalem.  They placed it in the temple of 

their idol, Dagon.  The next morning, Dagon lay face down before the ark.  They set him 

back up, but the next morning he was down again with his head and hands cut off. 
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 5. Then, Jehovah began destroying those of Ashdod with emerods (tumors?).  The 

Philistines realized they must get rid of the ark.  They called a conference with the 

Philistines' five leaders.  It was decided to send the ark to Gath.  The people of Gath 

became plagued with disease.  The longer the Philistines refused to recognize Jehovah's 

supremacy, the worse the plagues became, as they had for Pharaoh and the Egyptians.  

The Philistines tried to send the ark to Ekron, but their people did not want it.  They 

begged their leaders to send the ark back to Israel, lest they all die. 

 6. The Philistines had the ark of God for seven months.  Their priests and diviners 

deliberated over what a suitable guilt offering would be to return with the ark.  They 

decided on five golden models of emerods and five golden models of rats which had 

plagued and ravaged their cities.  They built a new cart and hitched two mother cows to it 

to carry the ark and offerings. 

 7. The cows' calves were put in the barn.  The Philistines concluded the natural thing for the 

cows to do would be to go to their calves, but if the cows went to Beth-shemesh, it would 

be under the control of Jehovah God, and Jehovah would prove to have been the source 

of their plagues. 

 8. The cows went straight toward Beth-shemesh.  The Philistine leaders followed.  The 

Hebrews of Beth-shemesh were reaping wheat in the valley as the cows with the ark 

approach.  They rejoiced to see the ark.  The cows stopped on Joshua's land.  The 

Israelites broke up the cart for firewood.  They killed the cows and sacrificed them as a 

burnt offering to God. 

 9. The Levites lifted the ark to a large rock in the field.  The Philistine leaders observed for 

a while, then went home.  Fifty thousand and seventy men decided to look inside the ark. 

Because they do, God killed them.  Mournfully realizing God's power and wrath, those 

left in Beth-shemesh sent word to those in Kirjath-jearim that the ark had been returned. 

 10. Those of Kirjath-jearim transported the ark to Abinadab's home.  They put Eleazar in 

charge of it.  It stayed there twenty years.  After the destruction of Shiloh, the ark was 

never taken back there and it ceased to be a place of importance.  Israel felt God had 

abandoned them.  Samuel told them to receive God's favor they must get rid of the idol 

gods, such as Baal and Ashtaroth.  They must worship only Jehovah. 

 11. Samuel was Israel's last judge.  While gathered at Mizpeh, the Philistine army advanced 

for war.  The Israelites begged Samuel to plead with God to save them.  As the Philistines 

approached, God created a loud thunder, confused them, and Israel defeated them at the 

same place the ark was stolen. 

 12. Samuel placed a memorial stone between Mizpeh and Shen calling it ñEbenezerò 

meaning ñthe Lord helped us.ò  The song, ñHere I Lift My Ebenezer,ò comes from this 

passage.  There was peace in the land for the remainder of Samuel's life.   

 13. Samuel became old and appointed his sons, Joel and Abiah as judges.  Samuel failed to 

learn a lesson from Eli and his sons.  Samuel's sons became greedy and unjust as Hophni 

and Phinehas.  They accepted bribes.  The leaders of Israel met with Samuel at Ramah 

telling him his sons were evil and they wanted a king ñlike other nations.ò 

 14. Samuel was very upset.  After a lifetime of service he was told his sons were unworthy to 

succeed him.  Instituting a king would separate civil and religious leadership.  It also 

indicated the desire for an earthly king over their heavenly king.  He went to God for 

advice.  God told Samuel to give them what they wanted, but warn them of the demands 

an earthly king would make on them. 
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 15. So Samuel warned Israel.  A king would use their sons for military service and slave 

labor in his fields.  He would force their daughters to make perfumes and cook.  He 

would take their best fields, vineyards, and olive groves for his subjects.  He would tax 

them.  They would cry out to God because of his demands, but God would not show pity.  

Yet, the leaders of Israel did not care.  They wanted a king anyway, so they could be like 

other nations. 

 16. Kish was a wealthy, influential Benjamite.  His son Saul was a tall, handsome, and 

humble man.  One day, Kish's donkeys got out.  Kish sent Saul and a servant to find 

them.  They searched all the land of Ephraim and Benjamin, but did not find them.  The 

servant suggested they go see the prophet (Samuel) and maybe he could tell them where 

the donkeys were.   

 17. As they approached the city, they asked some women drawing water if the seer (prophet) 

was in town.  They replied yes.  As they entered the gates, they saw Samuel.  God had 

told Samuel that day He would show him Israel's leader. 

 18. Samuel had Saul and his servant accompany him to the feast.  He honored them above all 

the thirty guests.  He gave Saul the meat set aside for the guest of honor. 

 19. Before Saul left, Samuel told Saul God had chosen him as Israel's king.  He anointed 

Saul's head with oil and kissed him.  Saul predicted three signs that would confirm this 

was God's divine call to kingship.  Saul would meet two men at Rachel's tomb saying the 

donkeys were found and his father was concerned about him.  Then three men at the oak 

of Tabor would be on their way to Bethel carrying three goats, three loaves, and wine.  

They would offer Saul bread.  Third, at Gibeah-elohim, the hill of God, Saul would meet 

a group of prophets playing instruments and prophesying.  Through the spirit of God, he 

would prophesy also.  All of these happened that day. 

 20. Samuel called all of Israel to Mizpeh.  Sacred lots were cast and the tribe of Benjamin 

chosen, then the family of Matri and finally Saul.  Saul was hiding in the baggage.  When 

they brought him out he stood head and shoulders above the others.  Samuel presented 

Saul as the king of Israel chosen by God.  The people shouted, ñGod save the king.ò 

 21. Samuel recorded the rules and regulations of the king to be kept in a safe place at 

Mizpeh.  The Israelites returned to their homes. 

 

Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

map 

armor-toy, crafted sword, helmet, shield, spear, toy soldiers - sandbox setting 

model of the ark of the covenant 

torn shirt 

Ichabod - baby doll 

Dagon/idol gods - statue, clay figure, bar soap carved figure 

tumors - make dots of washable marker or glue on your hand or a doll 

gold colored balls and mice 

toy cows and cart, toy barn and calves, toy donkey 

altar 

amplified voice - loudly taped voice 

ñmonumentò stone 

military service - sword, slave - paper chains, cuffs, cook - pot and spoon 
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fields - flour, grapes, olives, taxes - play money 

water in a pitcher 

feast - paper cups, plates, any kind of meat 

3 toy goats, 3 pieces of bread, grape juice 

lots - different lengths of sticks 

crown - toy, paper, bulletin board border 

scroll/rules of the king - paper with a seal 

Å Puppets/Dolls - Eli, Samuel, Saul 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 

Å Sandbox Map 

Å Storybook 

Å Video 

 

Songs: 

Å Because It Pleases God 

Å Dare To Do Right 

Å God Is Not Dead 

Å God Needs Helpers 

Å He's My King 

Å Hear O Israel 

Å Humble Yourself 

Å I'm In The Lord's Army 

Å I'm Not Afraid 

Å Our God Is So Big 

Å Sit At The Banqueting Table 

Å Standin' In The Need Of Prayer 

Å Thank You Lord 

Å Whisper A Prayer 

Å Yield Not To Temptation 

Å You Are Special 

 

Activities: 

Å Video - ñTales From The Great Book - Give Us A Kingò 

  ñCharlie Church Mouse - Being Spoiledò 

Å File Folder Activities: ñJudgesò 

    ñWarfare - God's Armor - I Samuel 17/Luke 11ò 

Å Symbols - Discuss and let students illustrate on paper or with craft materials symbols that 

represent God.  Help them understand the difference in spiritual and pagan symbols. 

Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. Give examples of symbols of God that do not necessarily represent His presence. 

 2. What happened to Dagon?  Why?  How?  What did this prove? 

 3. How did God punish the Philistines for taking the ark? 

 4. What did the cows have to do with returning the ark? 

 5. Why did the Israelites at Beth-shemesh look inside the ark?  What was the result?  How 

might this apply to us? 

 6. When did God abandon Israel?  When did He care for Israel?  How does this apply to us? 

 7. Why might Samuel's sons become evil like Eli's had?  How could he have prevented that 

from happening? 

 8. As a result, how did it affect Samuel and his sons?  How might this happen today? 

 9. What would a king do to Israel?  Why did Kish lose his donkeys?  Do you think Saul was 

just lucky to meet Samuel? 
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 10. Why did Samuel honor Saul at the feast?  Why does Saul hide in the baggage?  What 

might this tell us about Saul? 

 

*******************************************************************  
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Old Testament 

Lesson 68: King Saulôs Success And Failures 
I Samuel 11-15 

       

Memory Verses: I Samuel 12:14, 15 If ye will fear the Lord, and serve Him, and obey His 

voice, and not rebel against the commandment of the 

Lord, then shall both ye and also the king that 

reigneth over you continue following the Lord your 

God: 

 

But if ye will not obey the voice of the Lord, but rebel 

against the commandment of the Lord, then shall the 

hand of the Lord be against you, as it was against your 

fathers. 

 

 I Samuel 12:24 Only fear the Lord, and serve Him in truth with all 

your heart: for consider how great things He hath 

done for you. 

 

 I Samuel 15:22b Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken 

than the fat of rams. 

 

 Romans 12:21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 

good. 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å we should be thankful for the abilities God has given us and use them 

to honor God. 

 Å God cannot tolerate disobedience, especially in His leaders. 

 

Outline: 

 I. Saul's early successes. I Samuel 11 

A. Nahash's offer. 

B. Jabesh appeals to Saul. 

C. Saul rescues Jabesh. 

D. Saul confirmed as Israel's king. 

 

 II.  Transition from Samuel to Saul. I Samuel 12 

A. Samuel's integrity. 

B. Samuel reproves Israel with warning. 

C. God's power and mercy. 

 

 III.  Saul disobeys. I Samuel 13 

A. Jonathan kills the garrison. 

B. A call to arms. 
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C. Saul disobeys God. 

 

 IV. Jonathan is brave. I Samuel 14 

A. God helps Jonathan slay the Philistines. 

B. A divine earthquake causes panic and confusion. 

C. Saul's foolish vow. 

 

 V. Saul fails as Israel's king. I Samuel 15 

A. Saul sent to destroy the Amalekites. 

B. He spares Agag and the spoils. 

C. God rejects Saul. 

 

Facts: 

 1. The Ammonites (related to Israel through Lot, Genesis 19:38) were a savage people, east 

of Gilead.  Nahash and his army had come to overtake Jabesh-gilead.  Those of Jabesh 

begged for peace; in exchange, they would be servants.  Nahash demanded that they 

gouge out their right eye to permanently disable them from war.  (A man's left eye was 

usually covered with his shield.)  Those of Jabesh asked for seven days to see if they 

could muster allies to fight with them. 

 2. The plea for help came to King Saul as he was plowing his field.  In anger, he cut up two 

oxen and had their parts delivered to all of Israel saying, if anyone failed to go with him 

and Samuel into battle against these Ammonites, this same fate would be upon their oxen.  

Three hundred and thirty thousand men came to help fight. 

 3. Using the same strategy as Gideon, Israel marched through the night surprising the 

Ammonites early in the morning in three detachments.  Nahash and his army were so 

badly beaten, not two soldiers were left together.  Saul was praised as their military 

leader and reconfirmed as their king.  Peace offerings were sacrificed to God and all of 

Israel rejoices. 

 4. Samuel addressed Israel concerning his integrity as a judge.  Politically and religiously, 

he had always been in good standing.  He had never accepted a bribe to acquit a guilty 

party or stay a just execution. 

 5. Samuel reminded Israel of how good and merciful God had always been to them.  In spite 

of their idolatry, he had repeatedly redeemed (rescued) them from their oppressors. 

 6. Now out of fear of King Nahash, God had given them an earthly king.  Even though 

Jehovah was already their heavenly king.  Samuel warned Israel to continue to obey God 

lest God punish them as before.  God sent a sign to confirm Samuel's words with 

unseasonable rains and thundering.  Israel was afraid.  Samuel prayed for Israel's 

continued faithfulness. 

 7. Saul called 3,000 special troops from his army.  Two thousand of them went with him to 

Michmash, nine miles north of Jerusalem.  One thousand of them stayed with Jonathan at 

Gibeah.  Jonathan killed the garrison, the political officer of the Philistines, at Geba.  This 

was a sign of revolt.  Saul was not pleased with his special troops so the entire army of 

Israel was summoned. 

 8. The Philistines also recruited a mighty army well equipped and as numerous as the grains 

of sand on the seashore.  At the sight of them, Israel's troops were afraid.  They hid 
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among the rocks, caves, thickets, tombs, and cisterns.  Some abandoned their post and 

went to Gad or Gilead.  Those that stayed trembled with fear. 

 9. Samuel had instructed Saul to wait seven days.  Samuel would come to offer sacrifices on 

Israel's behalf and ask for God's blessing.  Saul grew impatient and nervous as he saw his 

troops slipping away.  So he offered the sacrifices himself.  Samuel arrived just as he 

finished and he asked Saul, ñWhat have you done?ò 

 10. Saul's sin was not in sacrificing, but in disobeying Samuel's command and being 

impatient.  Israel had won wars because of their dedication and faith in God, not by 

numerical superiority.  Samuel sharply reproved Saul for his lack of faith and obedience 

in time of crisis.  It would cost him his reign as king and that of his descendants. 

 11. Saul and Jonathan were left with only 600 soldiers.  Three groups of Philistines were sent 

out to raid and ravage the countryside.  They also had secured the passage way at 

Michmash.  The Philistines kept Israel at a disadvantage by not allowing them to have 

blacksmiths.  Therefore, they had no iron weapons.   

 12. Jonathan and his armor bearer decided to secretly slip away on their own to take on the 

Philistines.  They had faith God would fight for them.  They resolved that when the 

Philistines spotted them, if they said to come and fight, that would be God's sign that He 

would defeat the Philistines, so they would advance and attack. 

 13. The Philistines made fun of them and challenged Jonathan to come and fight.  Jonathan 

has his armor bearer follow right behind him.  It was the function of the armor bearer to 

finish killing those his master had wounded or struck down.  Within minutes, they had 

killed twenty Philistines.  Panic came over the Philistine army.  An earthquake increased 

their terror, causing the Philistines to kill each other in confusion. 

 14. Meanwhile, Saul's watchmen noticed the enemy's army begin to melt away.  Saul had a 

head count taken among his men to see who was missing.  Jonathan and his armor bearer 

were the only ones not there.  Saul demanded the ark be brought for divine guidance, but 

the ark was in Kirjath-jearim.  The confusion and shouting of the Philistines grew more 

intense.  With a lack of patience in waiting for God's guidance, Saul and his 600 men 

rushed to the battle.  Even those Israelites who had hidden joined the fight. 

 15. Saul put a curse upon anyone who ate before the battle was won.  Weary and faint, his 

men pursued the battle about twenty miles without food in spite of finding honey in the 

forest and food among the spoils.  Jonathan had not heard his father's curse and ate the 

honey.  When Jonathan was told of Saul's curse, he thought it unwise, for it hurt the 

Israelite soldiers who would have fought better with nourishment.  All day they fought. 

 16. By evening, the battle was won.  The soldiers butchered the spoils and ate the meat raw.  

They were reported sinning by eating blood.  Saul told them to bring the meat to him to 

kill and drain it.  He built an altar to God.  Saul suggested they pursue the Philistines all 

night.  They asked God to help them.  God did not reply.  Saul realized someone had 

sinned among them.  He vowed they must die.  No one would tell him it was Jonathan.  

Sacred lots were cast showing Jonathan to be guilty.  He told his father about eating the 

honey.  He knew he must die.  Saul agreed. 

 17. But the Israelites rose up and forbade it.  They recognized God had used Jonathan in 

carrying out His will that day.  They ñransomedò him by offering the life of an animal in 

place of his or a sum of money.  Saul found his will to be limited by popular demand.  

While Israel was content with his rule, they successfully conquered the Moabites, 
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Ammonites, Edomites, those of Zobah, the Philistines, and the Amalekites under Saul's 

leadership. 

 18. In time, God sent Saul a message through Samuel to destroy the Amalekites (descendants 

of Esau, Exodus 17:8-16, Exodus 36:12) completely and all their belongings.  The 

Amalekites were nomads and constant enemies of Israel.  Saul mobilized 210,000 men to 

fight.  Before they attacked, Saul warned their allies, the Kenites, to flee from among the 

Amalekites lest they get caught in the crossfire.  The Kenites heeded Saul's warning.  

Saul and his men massacred the Amalekites, but took King Agag captive and the spoils 

they wanted.  (A remnant survived until King Hezekiah, I Chronicles 4:43) 

 19. God told Samuel He was sorry He made Saul king.  Saul had disobeyed Him again.  

Samuel cried.  The next morning, Samuel found Saul at Gilgal erecting a monument to 

his victory.  Saul told Samuel he had carried out God's command.  Samuel drew Saul's 

attention to the oxen and sheep he had taken.  Saul blamed the taking of the animals and 

loot on his men. 

 20. Samuel told Saul he disobeyed God's command.  God would rather have his obedience 

than the spoils as a sacrifice.  Instead, his rebellion and stubbornness were as bad as 

witchcraft or worshipping idols.  God would choose a new king.  The same place Saul's 

kingship had been confirmed (11:4), it was to be taken from him. 

 21. Saul admitted he had sinned, but he still blamed the people for what he had done.  As 

Samuel turned to go, Saul tried to hold him back and tore Samuel's robe.  Samuel made 

the analogy of how God had torn Israel from Saul today.  Saul pleaded with Samuel to go 

worship with him.  Samuel finally agreed. 

 22. Samuel had King Agag brought out.  King Agag thought he was being spared and was 

happy, but Samuel chopped him to pieces.  Samuel went home to Ramah and Saul 

returned to Gibeah never to see each other again. 

 

Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

armor - sword, helmet, shield, spear - toy, crafted, paper or cardboard 

eye patch 

divide clay ox 

toy soldiers 

storm - sound effects 

map 

altar - clay, gravel, box, Legos, bricks 

earthquake - vibrator, rocks 

watchman - toy spyglass, paper towel tube 

honey 

lots - straws 

handkerchief, tissues 

sheep, cows - toys, stuffed 

torn garment 

clay figure 

Å Puppets/Dolls - Samuel, Saul, Jonathan 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 
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Å Sandbox Map 

Å Storybook 

Å Video 

 

Songs: 

Å God Is Watching Over You 

Å He Is Here 

Å I Know The Lord Will Find A Way 

Å I Obey 

Å I'm A Hard Fighting Soldier 

Å I'm In The Lord's Army 

Å My God Is So Great 

Å Responsibility Song 

Å Seek Ye First 

Å Teach Me Lord To Wait 

Å The Steadfast Love Of The Lord 

Å Trust And Obey 

Å Whisper A Prayer 

Å Yield Not To Temptation 

 

Activities: 

Å Have students think about their own abilities.  Have them make a list of ñWays I can honor 

Godò vs. ñWays I can honor myselfò with those abilities.  Examples: singing, leadership, 

helpfulness, hobbies, prayer, etc. 

Å  Human Tic-Tac-Toe - Use masking tape to mark off a playing board on the floor.  Divide 

into 2 teams.  If a student answers a question correctly, they may choose a square to sit in.  

Teams take turns.  The 1st team to get 3 in a row wins. 

Å Scripture Search - Choose several verses from today's lesson.  Have students ñsearchò their 

Bibles to find each verse. 

Å Candy Hunt - Write/type out about 20 questions from today's lesson.  Cut and attach them to 

small candies with tape.  Before class, hide them around the room.  Have students find as 

many as they can.  To keep the candy, they must answer the question correctly.  The 

questions can be opinion questions such as: Why should we pray?  Why should we come to 

Bible class?  Why should we memorize Bible verses? 

Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. How did King Saul react to the demands of Nahash on those of Jabesh-gilead?  Why?  

What happens? 

 2. What leaders had God provided Israel in the past?  Who was their last judge? Their 1st 

king? 

 3. What abilities did God give King Saul?  How did he use them? 

 4. How did Saul misuse his God-given abilities?  What excuses did he make for his 

rebellious actions? 

 5. Do people today ever defend their disobedience by excuses?  Give examples. 

 6. What good and bad ways can you use your abilities? 

 7. What excuses do you make for disobedience?  How do your excuses make God feel? 

 8. Who showed great faith in God?  Who used his abilities to honor God? 

 9. After battling the Amalekites, what was God (and Samuel) upset with Saul about?  Why 

did Saul do what he did?  What does Samuel tell Saul about his sacrifice? 

 10. Was Saul truly sorry for his sin?  What was his real concern?  Are we always truly 

sorrowful for our sins? 

********************************************************************  
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Old Testament 

Lesson 69: David Meets Goliath 
I Samuel 16,17 

       

Memory Verses: I Samuel 16:7b for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh 

on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on 

the heart. 

 

 I Samuel 17:45 Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me 

with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but 

I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the 

God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. 

 

 Proverbs 3:5-7 Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not 

unto thine own understanding. 

 

 Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth 

me. 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å God will help us to be brave like David was, even when we must do 

something difficult. 

 Å God will help us accomplish hard tasks.  Learn to rely on Him. 

 

Outline: 

 I. David anointed as Saul's successor. I Samuel 16 

A. Samuel goes to Bethlehem. 

B. Samuel anoints David. 

C. David plays for Saul. 

 

 II.  David kills Goliath. I Samuel 17 

A. Israel prepares to battle the Philistines. 

B. Goliath's challenge. 

C. David rises to the challenge. 

D. David slays Goliath. 

E. Saul inquires about David. 

 

Facts: 

 1. God told Samuel to stop mourning for Saul and go with a horn full of olive oil to 

Bethlehem.  There, he would find a man named Jesse.  One of his sons, Samuel would 

anoint as king.  Samuel told God Saul would kill him if he found out.  God told Samuel 

to take a cow with him and tell Saul he must go to offer a sacrifice to God. 

 2. Samuel obeyed God.  Upon his arrival in Bethlehem, the elders came to Samuel 

concerned that he had come to punish them for some offense.  (7:16)  Samuel assured 
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them he had come in peace to sacrifice.  He told them to purify themselves.  He told Jesse 

and his sons to do the same and join them. 

 3. As they assembled together, Samuel assumed Eliab is the son of Jesse God had chosen 

because he was so tall.  God tells Samuel He does not judge a man by outward 

appearance, but by what is within his thoughts and his heart.  Jesse called his sons before 

Samuel one by one but none of them were chosen.  Samuel asked if he had any more 

sons.  Jesse told Samuel his youngest son was out in the fields watching the sheep.  

Samuel had Jesse send for him immediately. 

 4. David was described as ñruddyò which usually denoted red hair and a fair complexion.  

David and Esau were the only two referred to by this term.  Ruddy could also refer to his 

ability as a warrior or hunter.  God told Samuel David was His choice and Samuel 

anointed him. 

 5. The spirit of the Lord came upon David and left Saul.  Saul was filled with a gloomy, 

suspicious, melancholy fear.  He experienced depression and bordered on madness. 

 6. Saul's wise men advised him to find a good harpist to play for him and relieve him of his 

mental stresses.  The powerful influence of music upon one's state of mind was known 

even in these early times. 

 7. One of Saul's servants suggested David, so Saul sent for him to come.  Jesse sent David 

to King Saul along with a gift.  Saul liked David so much, he had David become his 

armor bearer. 

 8. The Philistine army gathered at Shochoh, fourteen miles west of Bethlehem, to battle the 

Israelites.  Saul gathered his army at the valley of Elah (Oaks).  Many battles in ancient 

times were decided by a contest between only two warriors.  (Example: Achilles and 

Hector - Trojan War)  

 9. The Philistines' champion warrior was Goliath, an Anakim giant living in Gath (perhaps 

over nine feet tall).  (Joshua 11:21, 22)  All of Goliath's defensive warfare attire was 

made of bronze.  His spear head was of iron, weighing twenty to twenty-five pounds.  His 

armor bearer walked ahead of him carrying a huge shield to protect his body.  Goliath 

was thought to be the one who killed Phinehas and Hophni and took the ark to Dagon's 

temple. 

 10. Goliath taunted Israel to send a warrior to fight him.  If Goliath won, Israel would be 

their slaves or if by chance Israel's warrior won, the Philistines would be Israel's slaves.  

Saul and his army were frightened.  For forty days, twice a day, Goliath would issue his 

challenge to Israel.  No one budged. 

 11. Three of David's seven older brothers (Eliab, Abinadab, and Shammah) were in Saul's 

army.  David served in Saul's palace on a part time basis.  He also was a shepherd to his 

father's sheep.  Jesse sent David to take parched corn and ten loaves of bread to his 

brothers.  (ñParched cornò was grain plucked as it ripened and roasted in a pan or on an 

iron plate.  Arabs still eat parched corn as a staple in their diet.)  David was to bring back 

some written proof he had fulfilled his mission. 

 12. As David arrived at the camp early the next morning, the soldiers were leaving for the 

battlefield.  He left his baggage with an officer and ran to find his brothers.  As they were 

talking, David witnessed Goliath's morning challenge.  Israel's troops retreated in fear.  

Talk was noised of the king's reward to anyone who could kill Goliath.  David asked 

questions about this report. 
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 13. Eliab overheard his little brother, David's questions and comments.  He reprimanded 

David for being there.  He asked David who was watching the sheep while he was there.  

David continued to talk with the soldiers.  He did not understand how they could allow 

this bully to insult Jehovah, the living God. 

 14. It was finally realized by someone that David was willing to fight Goliath and word was 

sent to King Saul.  Saul sent for David.  David offered to fight Goliath, but Saul protested 

because he was so young.  David persisted.  He told King Saul of how he had fought both 

lions and bears to protect his father's sheep.  He assured Saul, the God who protected him 

from the bears and lions would protect him against Goliath.  His faith in past events had 

given him courage to trust Jehovah's power in this crisis.  (The Syrian bear is said to be 

especially ferocious, more dreaded than the lion.) 

 15. Saul finally consented.  He gave David his own armor to wear.  David tried it on, but it 

was awkward to him, so he took it off.  David took his shepherd's staff and sling.  

Benjamites were especially well trained in using a sling.  (Judges 20:16)  He chose five 

smooth stones from a stream and walked out to meet Goliath. 

 16. Goliath was insulted that Israel would send a boy with a stick to fight him.  He cursed 

David and told David he would feed him to the birds and wild beasts.  David shouted 

back at Goliath, that he had come armed with a sword and spear, but David had come in 

the name of Jehovah God, whom Goliath had defied.  That day, God's power would 

conquer Goliath and David would cut off his head and feed the birds and beasts the 

bodies of the Philistine army.  Then all would know Israel's God.  Israel would also 

realize Jehovah did not depend on stature or weapons to carry out His plans. 

 17. Goliath approached.  David ran to meet him.  David reached into his shepherd's bag and 

pulled out a stone.  He hurled it in his sling hitting Goliath in the forehead.  Goliath fell 

on his face.  David ran over to Goliath, pulled out his sword, stabbed him, and cut his 

head off.  Seeing Goliath dead, the Philistine army ran away in defeat.  Israel's army 

chased after them as far as Gath and Ekron. 

 18. The Philistine bodies were massacred and left along the road side to Shaaraim.  Israel 

returned to plunder the Philistine camp.  David kept Goliath's armor, but brought his head 

to Jerusalem.  Upon return, Abner, captain of Saul's army brought David to Saul.  King 

Saul asked David about his family.  David told Saul he was Jesse's son of Bethlehem. 

 19. David was rewarded monetarily for his defeat of Goliath.  He also received one of Saul's 

daughter's for a wife and his family was exempt from paying taxes. 

 20. Jerusalem at this time was still a non-Hebrew city (II Samuel 5:4)  although some Hebrews 

lived there.  A little later we'll find Goliath's sword at Nob.  (I Samuel 21:9) 

 

Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

container of olive oil 

map 

toy cow/altar - clay, gravel, box, Legos 

toy sheep - craft, cotton, tube/paper face/cotton 

harp - toy 

present - wrapped box, gift bag 

armor bearer - shield - toy, paper plate, cardboard/foil 

toy soldiers 
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samples of brass & iron - compare weight 

armor - helmet, breastplate, sword, shield 

corn/bread - corn, popcorn, corn cereal, bread 

lion/bear - toys, stuffed, puppet, picture 

staff & sling - stick, yardstick, toy sling, long cloth or leather pouch 

5 stones - pebbles, gravel, marbles, ping pong balls 

Goliath's head - doll head, ball/potato/orange with a face & hair/helmet 

Å Puppets/Dolls - Samuel, Jesse, Saul, Eliab, David, Goliath 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 

Å Sandbox Map 

Å Storybook 

Å Video 

 

Songs: 

Å As The Deer 

Å Awesome God 

Å David Was A Child Like Me 

Å Do All In The Name Of The Lord 

Å Humble Yourselves 

Å I'm In The Lord's Army 

Å Little David Play On Your Harp 

Å Only A Boy Named David 

Å Shepherd Loves His Sheep 

Å Steadfast Love Of The Lord 

Å Tis So Sweet To Trust In Jesus 

Å We Bow Down 

Å We Will Glorify 

Å Without Faith It's Impossible 

 

Activities: 

Å Video - ñTales From The Great Book - David And Goliathò 

Å File Folder Activities: ñDavidò (I Samuel 16-II Samuel & I Kings) 

    ñKingsò 

    ñWarfare - God's Armorò (I Samuel 17, Luke 11) 

    ñGod's Warriorò (II Corinthians 6, Ephesians 6) 

Å Who Am I? - Compile a list of brief descriptions of Bible people in today's lesson.  Allow 

students to guess who they are. 

Å Scary Situations - Discuss how God helped David in his scary situation.  Describe scary 

situations your students could find themselves in.  Expound on how God could help them.  

Examples:  thunderstorm, dark, squeaks & creaks in the night, being lost, a bully. 

Å Beat The Giants - discuss the feelings/difficulties David faced meeting Goliath.  Show how 

God used insignificant objects/ordinary people to carry out His will.  Have students share 

the type of ñgiantsò they face (things they are afraid of).  Help them find scriptures/ways 

God will help them fight those giants.  Have them choose one of their ñgiantsò to fight this 

week or have them do something difficult (for them) to show love for someone else. 

Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. Why did Samuel go to Bethlehem?  What concern did the elders have with his coming? 

 2. What wrong assumption did Samuel make with Jesse's sons?  Why?  What did God tell 

Samuel? 

 3. Describe David.  Why did God choose him? 
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 4. Why were things not going well for King Saul?  Could this happen to us?  What would 

you do to change things? 

 5. How did David help King Saul? 

 6. What was Goliath's challenge to the Israelites?  How did David use this situation to bring 

glory to God? 

 7. What kind of situations might you be able to turn around like David did and use as an 

opportunity to trust God or grow spiritually. 

 8. Why did David not use Saul's armor?  How did God reward David's faith and trust in 

Him? 

 9. When Goliath bullied and threatened David, to whom did David turn with his trouble?  

Why? 

 10. To whom do you turn when you are bullied or threatened?  When can God help you be 

brave? 

 

****** ***************************************************************  
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Old Testament 

Lesson 70: Friends Forever 
I Samuel 18,19 

       

Memory Verses: I Samuel 18:7 And the women answered one another as they played, 

and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his 

ten thousands. 

 

 I Samuel 18:14 And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; 

and the Lord was with him. 

 

 Proverbs 17:17 A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for 

adversity. 

 

 I John 4:19, 20 We love Him, because He first loved us. 

 

If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is 

a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath 

seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å friendship is a gift and blessing to treasure.  God gives us good 

people to be our friends. 

 Å we can determine by God's word which are our true friends and 

which are not. 

 Å envy and jealousy do not please God. 

 

Outline: 

 I. Saul's jealousy. I Samuel 18 

A. Jonathan and David's friendship. 

B. Saul envies David. 

C. Saul attempts to kill David. 

D. Saul attempts to have David killed. 

E. God increases David's prosperity. 

 

 II.  David in exile. I Samuel 19 

A. Jonathan reveals his father's plan. 

B. Jonathan reasons with Saul. 

C. Saul's fury rises again. 

D. Michal deceives her father. 

E. David goes to Samuel. 

F. The prophesies. 
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Facts: 

 1. After meeting with King Saul, David met the king's son, Jonathan.  A strong bond of love 

and friendship developed between them.  Jonathan and David made a covenant (pledge) 

to their friendship. 

 2. To seal this pledge, Jonathan gave David his royal robe and garments, his sword, his 

bow, and his girdle (belt).  To seal a covenant, the gift was to be anything of great value 

to the giver.  It was sometimes called a ñwitness.ò  If the giver broke his covenant, the 

receiver could produce the gift and remind the giver. 

 3. King Saul now kept David with him as his assistant, commander of his army.  Everyone 

liked David and applauded his victories.  The women of the town would come out 

dancing and singing for joy to celebrate and cheer.  They sang: ñSaul hath slain his 

thousands, and David his ten thousands.ò  This angered King Saul. 

 4. King Saul's jealousy began to fester.  The next morning, God allowed an evil spirit to 

overtake Saul, throwing him into a rage.  David tried to soothe him by playing his harp, 

but Saul threw his javelin at David.  David narrowly escaped.  As Saul's jealousy toward 

David grew, Saul banned David from his court and demoted him to captain.  This 

controversy became increasingly public. 

 5. God was with David and made him increasingly successful and popular with all of Israel.  

This caused Saul to fear David even more. 

 6. He reasoned within himself that he would send David into battle where he would stand a 

good chance of being killed.  He called David and offered him his oldest daughter, 

Merab, as a wife if he proved himself in battle against the Philistines.  David questioned 

his worthiness of such an offer since he did not come from royalty. 

 7. Yet, David fought the Philistines and was victorious.  He returned to marry Merab, but 

Saul married her to Adriel from Meholath instead.  Meanwhile, one of Saul's other 

daughters, Michal, fell in love with David.  Saul was delighted for he saw another 

opportunity to have David killed.  Saul secretly had his men encourage David to accept 

the king's proposition to marry into royalty. 

 8. David told the men he was poor and of low esteem.  Saul's men relayed this back to Saul.  

Saul told them to tell David vengeance on Israel's enemies, 100 dead Philistines (100 

Philistine foreskins), would be dowry enough.  Saul was hoping David would end up 

dead.  Dowry was payment to the father by the bridegroom.  Service could be rendered 

instead of money.  (Genesis 29:20)  This custom still prevails in the East. 

 9. Delighted, David accepted the challenge and before the allotted time had expired, David 

brought King Saul the foreskins of 200 Philistines.  Thus, David married Michal. 

 10. King Saul realized that God remained with David.  He noticed how popular he was with 

the people and how much his daughter loved David.  He was Saul's most successful 

warrior and God continued to bless him. 

 11. Saul's jealousy increased to the point that he asked Jonathan and his aides to assassinate 

David.  But Jonathan was true to his friend.  He warned David of the danger.  Jonathan 

told David to hide in the fields while he tried to reason with his father. 

 12. The next morning, Jonathan pleaded with his father not to harm David.  He reminded his 

father David had always been loyal to him.  David had risked his life to slay Goliath and 

other Philistines, to bring glory to Israel.  David had served him faithfully.  Surely it 

would be wrong to kill him.  Saul listened to his son and finally vowed he would not slay 

David. 
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 13. Jonathan called for David to tell him the good news.  They went to Saul and things 

seemed fine.  David resumed command of his troops to fight the Philistines and was 

again victorious.  As David sat playing his harp for Saul, once again evil overcame Saul 

and he threw his javelin at David.  David dodged Saul's spear and fled for his life. 

 14. Saul sent troops to watch David's house and kill him if they saw him.  His wife, Michal, 

encouraged David to escape before the morning.  She let him down through a window.  

Then she took an image and puts it in his bed.  She made a pillow of goats' hair and 

covered the idol. 

 15. Saul's soldiers came to arrest David, but Michal tells them David was sick in bed.  They 

relayed the message to Saul who wanted them to bring David to him in his bed.  When 

they came back to lift him, they discovered the idol. 

 16. David fled to Ramah where Samuel was.  He told Samuel of King Saul's actions.  Samuel 

took David to Naioth to stay with him.  ñNaiothò means ñdwellingsò and may have been 

a school for prophets Samuel had with him.  Word soon travelled to King Saul that David 

was with Samuel.  He sent soldiers to get him. 

 17. As they arrived, Samuel and the prophets were prophesying.  God caused the soldiers to 

prophesy as well.  Word got back to King Saul of this so he sent more soldiers for David.  

God caused them to prophesy as well.  This happened a third time with more soldiers. 

 18. Saul himself went to Ramah.  At the well of Sechu he asked someone where he might 

find David and Samuel.  They told him Naioth.  On the way, Saul too began to prophesy.  

He stripped off his clothes and laid naked prophesying before Samuel as the others.  

Saul's men were surprised.  They wondered if Saul was also a prophet. 

 19. Before the call of Samuel as a prophet (I Samuel 3:1), prophecy was rare in Israel or 

elsewhere.  It seemed evident these groups of prophets arose during the time of Samuel.  

How widespread they became is uncertain. 

 

Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

King - crown, robe 

David - harp 

Jonathan - sword, bow 

Michal - scarf, shawl 

Samuel - towel, turbine 

army attire or equipment - hat, canteen, toy soldiers 

harp - toy, crafted of wood, cardboard, string, rubber bands 

javelin - toy spear, arrow, stick, yard stick, dowel 

marriage - flower, bouquet, veil, dress 

armor - toy helmet, sword, shield, spear 

Philistines - toy soldiers, paper dolls 

David's house - decorate a box, paper or cardboard model, string, rope, or cord 

idol - statue, wood or stone carving, balloon face/form 

map - Ramah 

Å Puppets/Dolls - King Saul, David, Jonathan, Michal, Samuel 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 

Å Sandbox Map 
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Å Storybook 

Å Video 

 

Songs: 

Å A Common Love 

Å A Helper I Will Be 

Å Bind Us Together Lord 

Å Blest Be The Tie That Binds 

Å David Was A Child Like Me 

Å I Love You With The Love Of The Lord 

Å Jesus Is A Friend 

Å Let The Beauty Of Jesus Be Seen In You 

Å Little David Play On Your Harp 

Å Love, Love, Love, Love 

Å Only A Boy Named David 

Å Showing Love 

Å This Is My Commandment 

Å Trust And Obey 

 

Activities: 

Å Charlie Church Mouse video - ñBe A Friendò (in church library) 

Å File Folder Activities: ñDavidò 

    ñKingsò 

    ñWarfareò 

Å Friends - Have students cut out connecting paper dolls.  Mount them on another sheet of 

construction paper.  Allow them to add names and details to their ñfriends.ò  Help them 

write statements about how they have helped their friend or how their friend helped them.  

Variation: This can also be done by tracing students on butcher block paper and connecting 

them on a classroom wall.  Have them discuss how they are friends to each other. 

Å Collage Pictures - Have students cut out of magazines, pictures showing friends helping 

each other.  This can be done individually or as a group. 

Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. To what extent was Jonathan a friend to David?  How did he take the initiative to be a 

friend? 

 2. With whom are you good friends?  Who took the initiative?  On what do you base your 

friendship?  Would you do for your friend what Jonathan did for David? 

 3. Since Jonathan had more to lose than King Saul if David became the next king, how do 

you explain Jonathan's attitude?  How do you explain Saul's attitude? 

 4. How do you think Jonathan felt about the way his father was treating his friend?  Did 

David do anything to deserve such treatment? 

 5. How do you think God felt about the way Saul treated David? 

 6. Why was David so successful in spite of King Saul? 

 7. How did David's wife help him in this lesson?  How do you think Michal felt about the 

way her father was treating David? 

 8. Why did the soldiers not bring David back to Saul when they went to Ramah?  What 

happens as a result?  Why? 

 9. Tell of a time you were lonely and needed a friend. 

 10. Tell how you should treat someone who needs a friend.  Give examples. 

 

**********************************************************************  
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Old Testament 

Lesson 71: Three Arrows 
I Samuel 20,21 

       

Memory Verses: I Samuel 20:17 And Jonathan caused David to swear again, because 

he loved him: for he loved him as he loved his own 

soul. 

 

 Matthew 7:12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men 

should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the 

law and the prophets. 

 

 Galatians 6:10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto 

all men, especially unto them who are of the 

household of faith. 

 

 I John 3:11, 16 For this is the message that ye heard from the 

beginning, that we should love one another. 

 

Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid 

down His life for us: and we ought to lay down our 

lives for the brethren. 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å friendship is a gift and blessing from God to be treasured.  Jonathan 

proved his friendship by his actions.  We can do the same. 

 Å we can be loyal to our word even under difficult circumstances.  

Friendship is a two way street. 

 Å friendship demands choices.  Jesus is always your best friend. 

 

Outline: 

 I. Three arrows. I Samuel 20 

A. David questions Jonathan. 

B. They renew their covenant. 

C. The new moon celebration. 

D. Three arrows. 

E. Sad goodbyes. 

 

 II.  David goes to Nob. I Samuel 21 

A. David goes to Ahimelech, the priest. 

B. Bread and Goliath's sword. 

C. David pretends to be insane. 
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Facts: 

 1. David fled Naioth to find Jonathan.  He asked Jonathan why his father was so determined 

to kill him; had he sinned against him in some way?  Jonathan protested and assured 

David his father was not after David or he would know about it.  David reminded 

Jonathan that King Saul knew well their strong friendship.  He concluded Saul was 

keeping his intentions secret from Jonathan.  Jonathan asked how he could help David. 

 2. David told Jonathan that the next day began the New Moon Festival.  (Numbers 10:10, 

Numbers 28:11-15, II Kings 4:23)  David had always observed this celebration with King 

Saul since appointed to his court, but tomorrow he would hide in the fields.  If King Saul 

asked where he was, Jonathan would tell him David had asked permission to go to 

Bethlehem to sacrifice with his own family.  (As a member of the royal household, 

David's presence was expected by Saul at the sacrificial meal.) 

 3. If Saul was okay with David's going to Bethlehem, he would know all was well.  But if 

Saul became angry, David would know Saul still wanted him dead.  He asked Jonathan to 

do this favor for him or kill him himself, but not to betray him to King Saul.  Jonathan 

quickly agreed to help David.  They renewed their covenant of friendship. 

 4. Jonathan told David to hide in the fields.  He would talk to his father about David and do 

as they had planned.  Once Jonathan knew his father's feelings, he would come to the 

field and shoot three arrows, then send a boy after them.  If Jonathan said to the boy, 

ñThey are on the side,ò all would be well and safe for David to return.  But if Jonathan 

told the boy, ñThe arrows are beyond you,ò David would know his life was in danger. 

 5. No suspicion would have been raised by Jonathan's archery practice since he was a 

warrior.  These pre-arranged signs were in case of spies.  David went to the fields to hide. 

 6. At the sacrificial meal the next day, King Saul sat in the place of honor.  Abner and 

Jonathan sat with him, but David's place was empty.  King Saul assumed David must be 

ceremonially unclean so he said nothing.  (Leviticus 15:16)  When David was missing the 

second day of the festival, he asked Jonathan where David was.  Jonathan told Saul he 

gave him permission to go to Bethlehem and celebrate with his family. 

 7. King Saul erupted in rage.  He yelled at Jonathan telling him as long as David was alive 

he was a threat to Jonathan assuming the throne as king of Israel. Although Jonathan also 

suspected David was God's choice as Saul's successor, he defended his friend to his 

father. 

 8. In anger, Saul turned and hurled his javelin at Jonathan to kill him.  In hurt and anger, 

Jonathan left without eating, ashamed of his father's behavior. 

 9. The next morning, Jonathan went to the fields.  He shot three arrows and told the boy with 

him to go farther; they were beyond him (intended for David to hear).  As the boy returned, 

Jonathan gave him his artillery and sent him back to the city. 

 10. Once the boy was gone, David came out of his hiding place.  In reverence and loyalty to 

the king's son, he knelt down, touching the ground with his forehead.  They cried with 

one another, knowing David would have to leave.  Eventually, Jonathan reminded David 

that God would be with them and their families forever.  In sorrow, they went their 

separate ways. 

 11. David travelled to Nob, a Levite city to see Ahimelech, the priest (one mile north of 

Jerusalem).  Ahimelech asked David why he was alone.  David lied by telling Ahimelech 

he was on a private mission and would meet up with his men later. 
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 12. David asked Ahimelech for food and five loaves of bread.  Ahimelech had only the 

shewbread from the tabernacle to offer David ñand his men,ò if they were ceremonially 

clean.  David assured Ahimelech they were, so Ahimelech gave David the holy bread set 

aside for the priests to eat. 

 13. Then, David asked Ahimelech for a spear or sword to use.  He explained he left in such a 

rush on the king's order he forgot his weapon.  Ahimelech told David all he had there was 

Goliath's sword stored away.  David told him that would be perfect.  Then David hurried 

on for he feared Saul would catch up to him and it just so happened Doeg, Saul's chief 

herdsman was also at Nob for ceremonial purification. 

 14. David moved on to Gath, a Philistine city.  The king's officers there recognized David as 

the mighty commander from Israel's army, the one Israel honored in their dances and 

sang about his many victories.  ñSaul hath slain his 1000's and David his 10,000's.ò 

 15. After overhearing their comments about him, David was afraid of what their king, King 

Achish, might do to him, so he pretended to be insane.  He began to scratch on doors like 

an animal and foam at the mouth, letting spit roll down his beard.  Upon seeing this, King 

Achish told his men to get rid of David.  He did not intend to entertain such a mad man in 

his house. 

 

Visuals: 

Å Characterization props: 

sacrificial meal - 4 place settings, real or pretend food 

spear - stick, yardstick, toy or crafted arrow 

bow and 3 arrows - toy, crafted, stick & string, paper points 

tissues, handkerchiefs 

5 loaves (or pieces) of bread 

sword - toy 

spital - mix making soda & vinegar 

Å Puppets/Dolls - David, Jonathan, King Saul, Ahimelech, King Achish 

Å Flannelgraphs 

Å Flipchart 

Å Sandbox Map 

Å Storybook 

Å Video 

 

Songs: 

Å Are We Walking In The Enemies Camp 

Å Be With Me Lord 

Å Bind Us Together Lord 

Å Bless Be The Tie That Binds 

Å Books Of The Old Testament 

Å David Was A Child Like Me 

Å God Is Watching Over You 

Å He's My Rock, My Sword, My Shield 

Å Only A Boy Named David 

Å Responsibility Song 

Å The Steadfast Love Of The Lord 

Å This Is My Commandment 

 

Activities: 

Å Video: ñBe A Friendò 

  ñValue Peopleò 

Å File Folder Activities: ñDavidò 
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 ñGeography - Bible Landsò 

Å For Our Friends - Help students brainstorm ideas of how they can show love for a friend, 

especially with a spiritual emphasis.  Help them follow through his week.  Examples: share 

the gospel, invite them to worship, share clothing, a toy, cookies, write a short letter 

Å Folks We Trust - Help students reflect on those ñfriendsò we trust and depend on but may 

never know their names.  Examples:  their doctor, inspectors, chemists, farmers, auto 

manufacturer, nurse, bridge builders, police, fire people, elders.  (Help them express their 

appreciation.) 

Å Age-appropriate handwork 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 1. Define ñfriendship.ò  Who is your best friend and why? 

 2. How did Jonathan once again prove his friendship to David? 

 3. How have you proven your friendship to someone? 

 4. Why was King Saul so intent on killing David? 

 5. How did King Saul's behavior make Jonathan feel?  Why? 

 6. How did Ahimelech show love and friendship to David? 

 7. Why does David pretend to be insane? 

 8. How can you tell the difference in a good friend and someone who pretends to be your 

friend? 

 9. How did God provide for David?  How does God provide for you? 

 10. What can endanger a friendship? 

 

** *********************************************************************  
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Old Testament 

Lesson 72: Saul Loses His Hem 
I Samuel 22-24 

       

Memory Verses: I Samuel 24:4 And the men of David said unto him, Behold the day 

of which the Lord said unto thee, Behold, I will 

deliver thine enemy into thine hand, that thou mayest 

do to him as it shall seem good unto thee.  Then 

David arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul's robe 

privily.  

 

 I Samuel 24:17 And he said to David, Thou art more righteous than I: 

for thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I have 

rewarded thee evil. 

 

 Matthew 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them 

that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and 

pray for them which despitefully use you, and 

persecute you; 

 

 Romans 12:17, 18 Recompense to no man evil for evil.  Provide things 

honest in the sight of all men. 

 

If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live 

peaceably with all men. 

 

Goals: Student will learn: 

 Å to treat those that are unkind to you with kindness.  God will be 

glorified and He will reward you in the end. 

 Å revenge is the Lord's responsibility, not ours. 

 

Outline: 

 I. Saul slays the priests. I Samuel 22 

A. David joined by family and comrades. 

B. Doeg tells on Ahimelech. 

C. Saul has all the priests from Nob killed. 

D. Doeg executes Saul's commands. 

E. Abiathar escapes. 

 

 II.  In hot pursuit. I Samuel 23 

A. David rescues Keilah. 

B. Saul pursues David. 

C. Jonathan visits David at Ziph. 

D. Saul pursues David further. 
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 III.  Saul finds David. I Samuel 24 

A. Saul goes to Engedi after David. 

B. David cuts off Saul's hem. 

C. Saul concedes to David. 

 

Facts: 

 1. David left Gath and went to Adullam where his family and relatives from Bethlehem joined 

him.  (In the east, it was not uncommon for an entire family to be executed for one member 

deemed guilty.  The massacre at Nob showed David's family what could happen to them.)  

David soon had 400 men.  He sought royal protection for his parents in Mizpeh, Moab while 

he lived in caves. 

 2. The prophet Gad told David to go to Judah, so David went to the forest of Hareth in Judah.  

Word soon reached Saul at Gibeah.  Saul's council and troops were largely men from his own 

tribe, the Benjamites.  He facetiously petitioned for their loyalty. 

 3. Doeg, the Edomite, spoke up and told King Saul he saw David at Nob talking to Ahimelech, 

the priest.  He told Saul that Ahimelech gave David food and Goliath's sword and consulted 

God for him.  Saul summoned Ahimelech, his family and all of the priests of Nob. 

 4. Saul accused Ahimelech of conspiring against him with David to revolt.  Ahimelech 

reminded King Saul that David was his faithful servant and highly honored among his 

warriors as well as his household.  It was unfair of Saul to falsely accuse him and his family 

of plotting against the king. 

 5. Saul ordered Ahimelech, all his family, and all eighty-five priests killed for conspiring 

against him and being allies to David.  Yet, the soldiers refused to kill the priests of God, so 

King Saul ordered Doeg to kill them and he did.  Then he went to Nob and massacred all the 

men, women, children, and animals.  Only Abiathar, one of Ahimelech's sons escaped and 

fled to David with the sacred ephod to Adullam.  In Saul's fury and madness, he destroyed an 

innocent city within his own tribe with a vengeance. 

 6. Abiathar told David all that Saul and Doeg have done.  David felt responsible for causing the 

deaths of these innocent people.  David told Abiathar to stay with him and he would protect 

Abiathar with his own life. 

 7. Word came to David the Philistines were robbing the threshing floors at Keilah.  David asked 

God if he should attack the Philistines.  God told him yes.  David's men were afraid so David 

consulted God again.  God assured David He would help them conquer the Philistines.  This 

they did, rescuing Keilah and confiscating the Philistines' cattle.  Abiathar went too.  (Keilah 

is a place of importance during Nehemiah's time period.) 

 8. Saul soon learned that David was at Keilah and mobilized his army to go after David.  

Meanwhile, David learned that Saul knew of his location and was en route to capture him.  

David had Abiathar consult God through the ephod.  God told David Saul was coming and 

those of Keilah would give him up to Saul.  So David and his 600 men left Keilah for the 

wilderness caves of Ziph.  Saul aborted his mission to Keilah when he learned David was no 

longer there. 

 9. Ziph was a wild, uncultivated tract between Mt. Hebron and Mt. Carmel near the Dead 

Sea.  Six cities existed in this desolate area.  Limestone plateaus covered this area among 

the barrenness with a multitude of caves.  King Saul came looking for David at Ziph, but 

God did not allow Saul to find him. 




