The Church In The Mind Of God
|saiah 2:2-3
A. Introduction
1. Many different ideaabout the church.
a. Many differing purposegoals and methods
b. Leaders have been called “visiondries their radical changes in the nature of tharch
2. Some even think God never originally intenfledhe church to exist< chart >
3. Proposallet us study the church as it exists in the ndh&od
<dlide>
B. Discussion
1. Thechurch isthe eternal purpose of God (Ep. 3:8-11).
a. Doctrine of Premillenialismoesn’t think so!
b. Consider the statements of the prophets:
1) Danid 2:44 — Kingdom that cannot be moved
2) Danidl 7:13-14 — Kingdom of all nations
3) Isaiah 2:2-3 — House of Godcf. 1 Ti 3:15)
4) Jod 2:28-32 — Prophecy fulfilled & quoted by Peter in Acts 2
5) Matthew 3:1-2 — John the baptizesays, “Kingdom at hart
6) Mark 9:1 — Jesus said kingdom was imminent
7) Matthew 16:18 — Jesus built His church
c. Ephesians 3:8-11 declares the church to be part of God’s ETERN#N! < dlide >
2. Thechurch isthegathering of the saved (Acts 2:47).
a. (Acts 2:41) Baptism added them to wiafv. 38) Number of those whose sins were remitted.
b. (Ep. 1:3) All spiritual blessingsn Christ.
c. (Ep. 2:16) Reconciled unto Gouth Christ’s body.
d. (1 Co. 12:13) Baptized into the body
e. (Ga. 3:27) Baptism_puts us “into Christ
f. Thus, in baptism God simultaneously sa&esdds one to the church
g. Therefore, there are no saved outside ofs€&iGhurch < dlide>
3. Thechurchissingular in the mind of God (Ep. 1:22-23; 4:1-4).
a. (Ep. 1:22-23) The _church of Christ is the body of Christ
b. (Ep. 4:1-4) So, one body = one church < dlide > “maintain the unity of the Spirit...”
Division does not bring God gldry slide > (see point #2)
. (1 Co. 1:10-13) No divisions same mindsame judgmentis Christ Divided?”
. Am |_contributing t@r hinderingthe unity of God’s church?
1) The present state of affagscourages “cordial divisich
a) One denomination to anothefWe're really the same & united.”
b) If one was of the “same mind” as another, theuld not be separated by
denominational name & creed
2) Division is divisioh < dlide >
4. Thechurch existsfor theglory of God (Ep. 3:21).
a. The church is the exclusive institution tastpurpose
1) Bodyof Christ(Col. 1:18, 24)
2) Christ is Savior of that bodkp. 5:23)
3) He purchased with own precious bl¢adts 20:28)
b. He is worthy of all glory & hondsecause of His creative & redemptive work
c. If the church does not give Him glpwyho will?
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C. Conclusion
1. Remember...there are no saved outside of thelgthat belongs to Christ.
2. He laid down His life for His bridé¢he church...the eternal purpose in the mind@d!G




